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g with the Favour that was 
done me by your wor- 
y Kinſman, Mr. Aſhe, when 
ſent me : 54 Notes of, his 
rmon on the Funeral of 
Dur excellent Father, and in- 
eſted me in their Publica- 
dn. My Engagements to. 
at glorious Saint 1 in Heaven, 
o many, and my Honour 


err, 1; could have no 
Heart to decline any thing, l 


chat deſerves. Praiſe and Jo 
vou, Sf, as their true Propris 


tisfaction, (in lo degenerat 
an Age as ours is) that youſ 


- themſelves to you, as unt 
done, that not only poſſeſſ 
his "ON Inheritance , but ve! 
much of his excelleg Spirit 1 


4 N Tee te | 'v 
for his Name and Memory 


that might be expreſſive offi 
my Gratitude to him and tc 
his Family. 

Theſe ſhort Memoirs of 3 
Life fill'd with every chin 1 


j 


offer themſelves 


tor ; and it is with great Sa 
{ 


7 
C 


Fathers Friends can app 


and certainly none of the 
C 


= V.. cu Balder. 

Dry 

10 can do you A greater Honour 
ENS than to account you a Son . 
© oc alcogether unworthy of 
oo uch a Father. 


[ have been told, and I ſup- 
Woſ it is no ſecret to you, 
MT hat a very prudent Gentle- 
nan, and a Juſtice of Peace 
your County, throughly 
onformable to the Church of 


* England, was pleaſed to ſay, 
* did not think St. Paul him- 

we lf was a better Man than Mr. © 
hy | agſhaw, abating his Inſpira- 1 
PPC, which was not to be reclon d 


mongſt his Perſonal Virtues. 

ome may cenſure this as an 

Xtravagant Expreſſion, and 

Il muſt acknowledge, it was 

very high Encomium; for 
3 


| torm an Idea of the Primi- 
tive, Apoſtolick Spirit, from 
what has appeared of it in the 
good Men of our Age, none 


Henry and M 
ſhaw. 


ſate ſo long under your Father WM 
Miniſtry: that has been don 


ſeriouſly in the Sermon it ſelf 


rable Loſs: They were cer 
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"If Prefatory Letter to: 
my own part, 1 can truly ſay, 
whenever J have ſet my ſelf to 


/ 


ever more readily occur d t; 
my Thoughts, than Mr. Phzlj 
r. Willam Bag 


I make no particular Ad 
dreſs to the Congregation thai 
already very pertinently and 


but I do aſſure them, 1 ſenſibl 
feel their great, their irrepaf 


tainly as happy in a Miniſte! 
22 3 


A. 8 Send Bagſhaw. 


any People I ever knew: 
pe whole of his Miniſtration 
fas very inſtructive and edi- 
ing; but he had that pecu- 


one Þ 
| rol 
hili 
ag 


Ad-. 
chai 
ler! 
one 
and 


{eli 


e Lord's-Supper , as muſt 
ver be forgotten by thoſe 


raded, has left: a grateful re- 


upon ſome others, that by 
th them. 
extraordinary Degree fe- 


ous, fervent, andlively : wich 


pould he engage the Preſence 
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Er way in the Ordinance of 


at conſtantly Communica- 
d with him, and I am per- 


oſt favourable Providences, „ 
Ne occaſion ally f ate down _ 


| His Prayer: at the Gonfecrs- "oF 
dn of the Elements, was to 


hat a prevalent Importunity . 
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| pu” Chriſt Sh is aN at 

his Table? and doubleſs.ſ 
ſome there are that have found 3 
tho their Hearts at the Begin 

ning of the Solemnity, werq 
dull and heavy, and as hard 9 
to be R as a Sip = 


* i” — 4 Ru 4 


dered ar the Coop fa? ſadde 

| Change, and their Hearts with 
in them have ſaid, Surely t 
Lord is in this place, this ts 1 
other than the Houſe of God, an 
the Gate 1 Heaven. 
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6. Sibel Wange 3 
lathe Sacramental Actions of 1 
ealing the Bread and pouring ou: 
he Wine, he managed himſelf - 
with that profound Reverence, _ 
xs if he had had the very Body 
Ind Blood of Chriſt in his 
Jands : - though there were no 
Acts of Aderation to the Ele- 
ents, there was all the Aw- 
7 imaginable diſcovered 
in repreſenting the Sufferings of 
hriſt: this I well remember, 
Wnade very great (1 with could * 
Hay abiding) Impreſſions upon 
y Mind the firſt time that! 
vas a Partaker of that ſealing . 
Dre under his Miniſtry, 
which I think is now near twen- 
ty Years ago; and if be not 
deceived, i was then that - -7 
. A $- founck 
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Wand my val; in Ponte «Mean 
determined for the Service. of : 
God in Chriſt. 
But it was in the delivering 
the Elements to the Feopid I 
that Mr. Bagſhaw's excellent 
Spirit and Method - were moſt 1 
admired. It will never be for- 
gotten, and it ought not to be 
_ concealed, how in exhibiting 
the Seals of the Covenant, hel 
- would accommodate the ſpe- 1 
W 4. cial Matter and precious Pro- 
mies of that Covenant to 
e the particular Circumſtan- 
ces of the Communicants, andi 
it muſt needs be equally plea- 
jant and profitable, to let them 
i fee how the Covenant of 
i Grace is well ordered in all things, 
E and reaches to every Caſe and 
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13 37. . Bagſhaw - : 

ſure Zondition, and how truly it 

e of ay be ſaid to Believers, that 
iff is Covenant, ic all chain Sal- 


ring ation and all their Deſire; 'and 


ple Certainly ſuch a Method as this 
lent as the moſt direct and proper 
noſt Tendency to anſwer the Ends 

for- f that Sacred Inſtitution, by 
bel trengthening the Faith of 
ing God's People, exciting their 

he Love, and Thankfulnefs, and 

pe-Mpromoring their Peace and Joy. 
ro- To one I remember he 
to would ſay, You have been lately 
recovered from a dangerous Fit of 


Sickneſs, we all loked upon you as | 4 


liver him from going down to the 
Pit, J have found a Ranſome. 
Here's the Ranſome, not of your. 


Life on but of your Soul. 18 
another, 


a dying Perſon, but God ſaid, de- 


EAT ey You Lo late _ a hi yy 
and tender Husband, but here 
| the Seal of that Covent whereby 
your Maker is become your Hus. 
band, and betroths you to himſelf 
. everlaſting loving  Kindueſs. 

To a Third, God has bereaved 
Jon of your Children, but by this 
Covenant he gives bis own Son to 
Jou ; tho you be written Childleſs, 
yon are not written Chriftleſs, un- 
0 you, 4 Child is born, aud unto 

 Jou, a Son is given, his Name 
is Wonderful,Counſellor,the mighty | 
Cod, the everlaſting Father, the i 
Prince of Peace, and with 1 he 
gives you a Name i in his Houſe | bet 
ter than that of Sons and of Haug b. 9 
ters. To another, You have met 
with Troubles and Loſſes in the 


V wilds 
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6: Sanibel Ba ſhaw 


ear 51 but here you have made o. 
res to you the ſure Mercies of Da- 
eh, durable Riches andRighteouf- 
9 the unſearchable Riches of 


vediſ us Journey, and God has been 
ad to eat, and Raiment to put 


and brought you to your Houſe 
in in Peace, and now ſhall the 


. To another, You have 
come off a long and « dan- 


10 be your God; nom you re- 


our Covenanit; and you muſt © 
bty our Vos. Toa very aged 
the Non Why, you are full of Days, 
Age, Chriſt ſends this Token 


forgotten you, that to your old 


d down with the Infirmities «= 


pu, to aſſure you that he has 


ill 


you in your way,and given you 


be is the fame, and to gray 


 Haws 


4 Prefator Letter to 
Huis be will carry you, be Jo 
waiting for bis Salvation: I 
might add more Inſtances, ani. 
Imay appeal to his people ho! 
little I have varied either fro 
his Senſe or Words; but it mz 
be ſufficient to fay, he applic 

the Sealed. Covenant to eve 
one's Caſe, without 3 
ſtraining any. thing , 
brought forth the Promiſes 
every Occaſion, in a facile a 
poſite manner, and yet wi 
great Gravity and Seriouſneſ i 
and who that obſerved thi: 
| could forbearto ſay, how hid 
py a People are theſe in ſou 
ving ſuch a Paſtor, that at 
throughly underſtands thin: 


Caſe, and ſo naturally cares te 
their State, = "Ic 


1 
n 
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.. Samuel Bagſhaw N 
cannot doubt but that: * 

. ople ſo inſtructed, will per- 

" ere in that good od way of 
pſpel Doctrine, Worſhip, 

d Practice, wherein their 
chful Miniſter went before 
m; I am ſure it was his 


yo 


0 
Ie 


lic 


veſat Concern, that the Work 
g God thould live amongſt 
allem when he was dead and 


ne. I think the laſt time I. 
er had the Happineſs to ſee 
, was, when your worthy 

en and Kinſman Mr. 
be with m_ others were 
dained ; have often 
ought of bs Solemnity of 
at Day, God was pleaſed to 
Wnalize it greatly, the Candi- 
es Ates acquitted themſelves ex- 
E traordi- 


es ( 
4 
WI 
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4A Prefatory Letter to 
traordinary well, and diſcover 
great Judgment, Seriouſne 
and Humility; The Ordaine 
VvVere graciouſly aſſiſted and ei 
larged in their Work, eſpec 
ally Mr. Bagſhaw, who at t 
ttme ſeemed to excel even hit 
felf. I believe many reme 
ber, as well as I, that in the E 
hortation after the Impoſitit 
of Hands, he exprefled himſ 
thus, Ihave now been an ejed 
Miniſter ſo many Tears; I have | 
a great deal of Time to review a 
weigh the Reaſons of my Non - C 
formity, and upon an impartial q 
ferious Conſideration of the Caſe 
dee no Cauſe to change my Mn 
but ſome of you perhaps may | 
other Perſons have better E 
| | BE | th 
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m you, and I readily grant that, 

yet I muſt ſee with my own. 

And in his laſt Prayer 0 on - 

t Occaſion, he ſpoke as one 

3 with Joy, that Od 
ſo graciouſſy qualified 

young Miniſters, and ad. 

tted them into his Service; 5 

obſerved there were ſame. 

eſent to whom God might 

dw ſay, I have taken of hour 

ns and made them Nazarites, 

d he took particular Notice 

at himſelf had the Comfort 

ſee, one of his near Relations, 

d another of his own. Name, 

<dicated to the Miniſtry, and” 5 

e hoped and prayed, that they - _ 

night do Service for God ang 

7, Souls of, Men , n nahen. his 

E | Mouth, 
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xvii 4 Prefatory Letter to 
Mouth was ſtopt, and bettt 
Service than he had don 
Theſe and many ſuch affectio 
nate things, which in his tende 

humble Way he then uttered 
moved the whole Aſſembl 
and melted many of the 
* down into a Flood of Tearff 
7 And as his Strength decayet 
his Concern for keeping up ti 
- Intereſt of God and the Goſlpil 
did proportionably ' encrealqF 
the proof of which can pro 
duce under his own Hand, i 
a moſt kind and excellent Let 
ter, which I received from hin 
about a Year before his Death 
But I will inſiſt no longer of 
theſe things, becauſe I canno 
harbour the leaſt Suſpicion, tha 
Bo . 
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ettt cople who had the PISS 
lone of ſuch a Preacher and ſuch 
cri Hattern of Primitive Chriſtia- 
defy, can be wanting to theme 


ere es in any due Endeavours 
bi maintain the Purity of the 
hei ſpel amongſt them. 


ou ſee, dear Sir, how my 
zoughts have let themlelves 
ſe, and run beyond due 
| n You will pardon me 
k:Iſhould pretend to enlarge 
pn your Fathers Commen- 
ion in a Letter to your ſelf, 
eto know ſo much better than 

iin one can tell you, how ex- 
chWicar he was in every Rela- 
n; but you will confi der, 
10| peak to you now in the Hear- 
ha of a great many chat did 
20 not 


car 


- not 1 1 a ur whet| 
Strangers will receive his J 
Character from us or no, 
are ſecure of this, none that h 
the Happineſs of his Acquai 
ance, will ſay, theſe ſmall TI 
phies, we would ſet up to 
Name, are gathered out oft 
Spoils of Modeſty and Tru 
Wie lodge our Appeal! in t 
Breaſts of all good Men t 
knew him, det their Perſwaſi 
be what it will; for undoubte 
ha Perſon of ſuch a Temp 

and ſuch a Converſation, ca 

not fail of being accepted 
God and approved of Men. 

I hope you, Sir, and yol 
Chriſtian Friends, will put u 
daily fervent Prayers t to Gol 
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t ated and adorned” your | 
her and a great many other 
d, faithful Miniſters, that 
ret from their Labours, 
y abide upon thoſe that are 
Wucceed them; ſurely, when 
think of ſuck Men as Mr. _ 
gfhaw , Mr. Newcome , Mr. 
ry, Mr. Heywood, Mr. TM - =: 
ly, Mr. Reynolds Mr. Spilobury, 
r. Croſs, &c. and conſider 
w fully they followed God, 
w they preached, and how 
y prayed, how they lived, 
d how they died, that Ad- 
onition ſhould ſound in our 
ars, Be not ſlothful, but Fol- 
ers of thoſe that thro Faith and 
atience have inherited the Pro- 


AP hes vue 


t the ſame ellen Spirit, Ts 


miſes: It would be fad 225 
if the Remembrance of th 
Piety, Humility, Candour, u 
diſſembled Love to one at 
ther, ſhould only ſerve 
ſhame and condemn, a coff 
trary Spirit in us that enter 
to their Labours: If we be li 
them, and do like them, G 

will be with us, as he was wi 

them; but if we give way to 
envious, proud, ſelfiſh, vai 
contentious Spirit, we are to 
by that admirable Man Mr. 5c 
Corbet, what will be the Cor 
quence, either we ſhall extingu 
the Light of theGoſpel, or the Lig 
of the Goſpel will extinguiſh 116. 
But I detain you too lot 
n the e peruſal of that e 


riou 
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jus and. judicious Diſcourſe 
ich upon the mourn- 
Occaſion you heard from 
> Pulpit, and upon which 
S Letter, of mine 1s | only de- 
ed, to Pay a becoming At- 
dance. I heartily ſympa- 
ze with you in the repeated 
each God has made upon 
ur moſt valuable Comforts, 
has greatly tried your Faith 
d Patience, in depriving you 
ſuch a Father and ſuch a 
ife in ſo ſhort a time, I hope 
u have learned Obedience by 
e things you have ſuffered, 
od has left you a hopeful 
ffspring, and you know what 
Stock of Prayers has been laid 
p for them, by one, that as a 
Ix „„ = 


4 P refatory | | efter, & 0 
brnce, had Power with G0 
And now, Sir, that ye 
"ſelf. your dear Children, yo 
| worthy Relations and Prien 
in the High-Peal pay con 
nue to be bleſſed o God, n 
only for the chief things of | 
ancient Mountains, and for t 
precious ah f, the laſting Hi 
but eſpecially or the good Will 
him that dwelt in the e ist 

5 on Pm of, 
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ie and Character 
Of the Rererend g 


<< 
4 ſr. William Begſbas, 
. j R "William Bag ſhaw was born 


at Litton in the Pariſh of 


2 (.: Tidſwel in Derbyſhire, Jan. 
Tp 7 the 17th, 1623. and bap- 
nt. d at Tiaſwel the 19th of the ſame 


nth, by Mr. Greaves, Vicar there. 
bore the Name of his Father, who, 
g left an Orphan, fell into the 


him of the Remainder of an Eſtate 


empts upon his Life. But jt pleas'd 
B "ues 
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1 36 of ſome Relations that defraud- 


nce conſiderable ) and made ſome : 
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| God, the Father ofthe Fatherleſs, to in 
_ cline the Hearts of others to ſhew Pit] 
to him, and the Loſſes he had ſuſtain' 
were afterwards abundantly repair'd 
by Succeſs in the Lead- Mines. The Re 
membrance of his early Afflictions, an- 
a thankful Senſe of the Goodneſs of Go 
towards him, fill'd his Soul with ſud 
a Tenderneſs for the Fatherleſs and th 
Widows, that he wou'd always heartil 
3 and aſſert their righteous, bi 
ppreſſed Cauſe. He had many Chi 
7 and this was the Eldeſt that liv? 
to Years of Maturity, who at ſever: 
Country-Schools made. a greater prof 
ciency in Learning than moſt of h 
; Equals, and under the Miniſtry of M 
| Rowlandſen of Bakewell, and Mr. Boun 
of Aſhover, received a deep Tineture 6 
Religion. 
He had an early [octibativn to tl 
- Miniſtry ; and after ſeveral Attemp 
to have 6x'd him in other Employment 
was ſent to Cambridge, and admitted i 
to Corpus Chriſti College, under the I 
ition of Mr. Boiſe, a learned, but nl 
very ative Man. He profited much | 
the publick Labours of Dr. Hill, 
, Arrowſmith, Dr. Whichcot, and 'othi 
burning and ſhining aca of that plac 


— ron” Mr. Ba Leiv. 


of whom be always ſpake with the great- | 
eſt Veneration and Reſpet. He re- 


tain'd to the laſt many Notions he had 
learnt from thoſe eminent Divines; 
and a few Years before his Death, re- 
viewed and tranſcrib'd the Notes he 
had taken of ſeveral of their Sermons, 


which he was no little affected with. - a 


After his return from the Univerſi- 


ty, he preach'd his firſt Sermon in the 


Chappel of Wormhil in Tidſmel- Pariſn, 
where he continu'd about a quarter of 
a Lear. 

Thence he remov'd to Atterclife in 
Yorkſhire, and was employed as one of 


the Aſſiſtants to the Reverend Mr. | 


James Fiſher Miniſter of Sheffield, reſiding 
in the Houſe of Colonel ( afterwards Sr. 

John) Bright. Before he left that Poſt 
he was Ordain'd at Cheſterficld, by the 
laying on of the Hands of the pretby- 
tery, Jan. the 1 f. 1652. before a very 
numerous Congregation. The Mini- 
ſters employed in that great Affair, 

were the Reverend Mr. Immanuel Bourne 


Moderator pro Tempore, Mr. John Rom- 


landſon, Mr. James Hewit, Mr. John 


Brocklebur$t, and others. 


Not long after this, he accepted ai 
Invitation to Gloſſoppe, the remoteſt Cor- 
BE 2 der 


* * 
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4 The Life aud Character of the; 
ner of his native County. That People 
enjoy'd him about Eleven Years. A- 
mong them he went about doing Good, 
and God was with him, He was very 
-- + diligent and faithful in fulfilling all the 
Parts of his Miniſtry, and his Conver- 
ſation was with ſuch Meekneſs, inoffen- 
ſiveneſs, and undiſſembled Affection, as 
gain'd him an univerſal Eſteem. He 
had a natural Care for their State, and 

no Offers of greater Preferment cou d 
draw him away from them. He pro 
ceeded vigorouſly in his Work, -and 
had many Seals of his Miniſtry. But 
in the midſt of his Days and Service-] 
ableneſs, the fatal Bartholomew - Day, 
1662. that ſetled Uniformity, by 10 
many Breaches and Rendings of Mini 
ſters and People, as the Proteſtant part 

of the World never knew before) put 
a4 a ſtop to his publick Labours, He was 
put out of an handſome Living, and ſe- 
parated from a loving, and beloved 
Flock, becauſe he wou'd not viogge the 
Peace of his own Mind, which after the 
matureſt Deliberation. and exacteſt En- 
quiries, remain'd diſſatisfied with the 
Terms of Conformity the Law enjoyn'd. 
I The Tears of his Auditors at his Fare- 
WW _ _ _ wel-Sermon, were a clear Indication o 


— ——  —— — ——— — a4 8 


— 


DE aw + 8 3 
— — + WAS. 
. 


- 


l _— —— 
AE — —— ——— — — — 
* 0 
* —— 


ner N * 
. 2 ' . 


4 


* »„— 
7 
r 
* — 2 
— — 
* 2 
— * wa . 
* 
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AW rcir value for him. While his Plate 
ood vas unſupply'd, a Gentleman in the 
Verygpariſm ( who had two Sons that after- 
To ards were ſucceſſively Miniſters there) 


having an Intereſt in the Patron, very 
generouſly offer'd his Aſſiſtance to pro- 
ure him the Preſentation of it; but 
ho' he had a grateful Senſe of his Kind- 

eſs in that Offer, he durſt not accept 


J r 


ou'd ; 

Pro From Glofſoppe, he remov'd to Ford in 4 
200W be adjacent Pariſh of Chappel-le-frith, =- | 
Bug, here he attended the Worſhip of God | 
Ace the publick Church every Lord's. - | 
Jay, Day, Morning and Evening, taking his | 
„ fo amily with him. But being fully ſa. 
UNS :-fed that Miniſters conſecrated to the 


Service of the Sanctuary, are indiſpen- 3 
ibly oblig d to preach the ſaving Truths 
df the Goſpel, as they have Opportu- 

ity, he preach'd privately in his own 

ouſe and elſewhere, on Lord's-Day- 
ights, and to ſome few every Thur/- 

zay. He alſo frequently aſſiſted at Con- 


erences and private Days of Prayer. 


ON | This was his conſtant Practice til! 
Ham Ing Charlers Declaration. for Liberty I 
arc / Conſcience came out in the Year 1672. 
os e then concurr'd with the generality 


of his ejected Brethren, . in preaching 
VVV | 
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more publickly. His Labours were not 
confin'd to the Pariſh where he reſided. 
To his ancient People he preached a 
Monthly Lecture on theWeek-Day, and 
they had alſo an-Opportunity to attend 
bis Miniſtry once a Month on the 
Lord's-Day. There People flock'd to 
| his Sermons, as Doves to the Windows, 
= and Mr. Sandi forth his Succeſſor was fre- 
| 


01 


— 


quently one of his Hearers. He preach'd 

Lectures in ſeveral other places, and 
particularly once a Fortnight at Afar 

ford, the other Fortnight's-Day being 

| ſupply'd by the eminent Mr. Porter, Mr, 
W  - More, and other worthy Perſons, who bis 
4 having with great Fidelity and Zeal 
| ſerv'd their Generation, arc long ſince 
fallen a- ſleedp. 
The Declaration of Indulgence being 
call'd in at the Requeſt of the Parlia- 
ment, he ſtill kept up his Meetings, tho' 
privately, and with great Care, pru— 
dently changing the Place almoſt every 
2 that he might not expoſe 
his Hearers to the Laſh of the ſevere 
Laws in force againſt him, which by 
ſome were very rigorouſly | put in Ex- 
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1 
14 ecution. en) 
4 Upon the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, Pri 
F © His Liberty was enlarg'd, and though 


{ome 


% 


A SE 


EY r ; . 0 4 5 
ome Caution was us d, it was without 


Fre: uch Fear. But towards the Cloſe of 
ed ing Charles's Reign, the Proſecution 


f Proteſtant Diſſenters being renewd 
vith greater Violence, he was driven 
h . 74 3 * F | 
nto Corners again. He receiv'd the 
ews of that King's Death with a very 
leep Concern, and had great Fears up- 


2 dn his Spirit, when he ſaw a Popiſn Suc- 
ch'Aeſſor in the Throne. Of the Duke of 
4 lonmouth's Attempt, he had an ill Opi- 


ion, and was inſtrumental to diſcou- 


6h 4 age ſome that wanted not an Incli- 
M J ation to eſpouſe his Cauſe. 
wholly. 12: he was far from owning the 

el diſpenſing Power on which K ing mess 


ndulgence was founded, and cou'd not 
but diſcern his Deſign in it, yet he em. 
brac'd the Opportunity it gave him to 


1 Pier his Zeal in his heavenly Maſter's 
0 ork; Beſides the larger Sermons he 


entertain'd his People with, he now be- 
gan a Cuſtom of making a ſhort Diſ- 
ourſe after the reading of Scripture, 
which all this Reign tended to confirm 
his Hearers in the Proteſtant Religion, 
and to arm them againſt Popery. - 
When the Liberty, which Diſſenters 
enjoy'd ſo precariouſly under that 
gh Prince, was in the Beginning of the laſt 
J ĩͤ 
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Labours. He was confin'd firſt to his 


Diſcourſe on the aforeſaid Text, he 
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of his People under ir, dropping theſe, 
.among other Expreſſions to the ſame 


—— FA SIOY 
— 
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* as in a former Age, He made uſe o 


—ä—yỹ— ——ͤö — — 


de Life and Character of tbe 
ky Reign, eſtabliſt'd by Law, he 


rejoyc'd greatly in it, and was very ſo 
licitous to improve it. He was con 


aV 


ſtantly at work at home or abroad, til 


his growing Infirmities conſtrain'd bia is 
to ſhorten his Journeys and leſſen hi 


own publick Mecting-Place, and the. 
laſt Winter to his Dwelling Houſe Me 
yet he deſiſted not wholly from his de"! 
lightful Work more than one Lord' 5 
| Day before his Deceaſe, _ . 
He preach'd his laſt Sermon, 1 l 
the 224. 1701. on Rom. 8. 31. If God bel, © 
for us, who can be againft w? He had he 
heard not long before of the Death off? 
our late King of Bleſſed Memory, and ha 
attempted to 18 à new Sermon oK 
that Occaſion, but found he had not * 


Strength for it; yet in the Cloſe of his 


took notice of that very afflictive Stroke, 
and endeavoured to ſupport the Minds 


purpoſe, „Who knows but God may 
* in this Age make uſe of a Queen of 
„ Ergland to break the Power of France 1 


5 one to break that of Spain. This 
Seren 


. \ 


% Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw. 
termon- was deliver d with” fo much 
ife and Spirit, that a Stranger wou'd 
ave thought him in perfect Health; 


ry ſo 


4. but when 'twas ended, he was ſenſible * 
| hinWis preaching Work was over, and 
n hi adg'd it wou'd be a tempting of God 
o hit make another Elſay. After this 
| thiWe grew every Day weaker, and the 
ouſe{WÞoxt- Lord's-day he was confn'd to 
de is Bed. He then faid to thoſe about 
örd im, that his Silence was a Ser- 


on. The two following Days he was 


rell iſited by ſeygial of his Friends, but 
eas not able k beak much to them; 5 
had he wou'd ſometimes lay, 1 have ſpoken 
h of your before. He intimated, that as he 


had preach'd the Doctrine of imputed _ 
Righteouſnels, that Righteouſneſs was 


On 

nor bis ſupport in his languiſhing State. 
his He declared his Satisfaction | in his Non- - 
hel Conformity, and bleſſed God who had 
ke kept him from alling againſt his Con- 
ids ſcience in that Affair. oy young Mi- 


niſter praying with him, he joyn'd 
mel beartily in every Petition, and when 
ay he had done, gave him thanks, bleſſing. 
off God that had help'd him to ſuch 
apt Expreſſions, and ſeeming to won- 
of der, ſome ſhou'd be ſo much againſt 
is) free ( or premeditated ) Prayer, he 
Sc added, 
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Book wou'd have ſuited my preſent 
On Weaneſday the 1ſt of April, his 
little, he could not bear others ſaying 


to have an Hymn ſung, and attempted 
to ſing every Line of it; after a ſhort 


be fell into ſlumberings, and ſeem'd to 


| flept in Jeſus 


Solemnity, and making great Lamen- 


| Character of him. 


— — RICE enema — — — 
— © To 


"Th be 70 257 C Jarafter wh he” "HD 
added, there is not a Prayer i in all their 


Circumſtances ſo well as this has done; 
Weakneſs was ſuch, that as he Fake but 


much to him. Towards Night he call'd 


Prayer, to which he added his Amen 


breath without Difficylyy, till on a ſud- 
den, after a Gaſp of » he quietly 


His Remains were - Iaterr'd in the 
Chancel at Chappel-le-frith, April the 
4th, 1702. very many attending that 


tation over him. 
Thus have we brought this excellent 
Saint and faithful Miniſter to his Grave, 
and how great a Loſs the World and 
— ſuffers by his Removal, will 
appear from this true, tho too defectire, 


It's obſervable that God who preſi des 
over our forming in the Womb, had 
given him a good Cinſtitutien of Body 
and a good "Temper of Mind, both 
which did mightily fit him for the Work 

be 
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_ Reverend Mr.Bagſhiw. ro» 
-wasdeſigin'd to; and for the Sa 5 


dart of his Time, he had ſuch a degree 
f Health as to be able to undergo the 


one eyereſt Studies and Labours. He had 

butlery good natural Parts, a quick Ap- 

ying n ſolid judgment, ſtrong Me- 

ald nory, and lively Affections (which 

ted re ſo ſeldom united) met together 

ort n him. 1 AS 

nen His Deſires after Knowledge were 

4 to ery earneſt, he purſu'd it with un- 

ſq {WF caricd Application and good Succeſs. 

ietly e was of an inquilitive and cool Tem- 
er; he wou'd ſearch into the bottom 

thelf things, and was ſo far from Stiffnels 

theſ&Þ2 maintaining his own Sentiment s 

thatlhat he'd calmly hear the Reaſonings ot - 

nen- others, every way-.his Inferiours, and 


own himſelf ſatisfied with them upon 
their convictive Clearneſs. | 
He had many Thoughts of Heart a- 
bout his own Soul and its everlaſting 
Concernments, before he took the 
Charge of others. A ſaving Change 
being wrought in him betimes, qualifi'd | 
him for diſcharging that Work which 
the unfanAified can't be ſuppos d 
hearty and ſerious in, nor are likely to 
ſee any great A275 of. 


Tho 


* — 


be 5 a he: oft th "i 


Tho? he was young when he enter'd 
on the Miniſtry, his Performances were 
ſuch as left no Occaſion to deſpiſe his 
Youth. God enrich'd him with Talents 
andAbilities:toſerve his Generation, and 
he was very ſolicitous to improve them, 
His Gifts and Graces were continually 
increaſing, and he manag'd all the parts 


bot his ſacred Function, with an exemple 


ry Fidelity and Care. 1 
As on all Occaſions he pleaded for the 

_ Gift of Prayer, he excell'd in it. He 
did with an holy Fervour, and in very 

ſignificant Words, repreſent to God the 

Caſe of his own Flock, and the Churches 
of Chriſt, and with the moſt powerful 

Arguments, enforce his Requeſts on 
their behalf, like a true Son of Jacob 
be wreſtled with God and prevail'd. 

Ne was afraid of uttering any thing raſf- 
ly with his Mouth in his Addrelles to 

Heaven, and he judg'd no Mercy too 

ſmall to be ask d ut God, nor any Be- 

nefit receiv d too inconſiderable to be 
acknowledg'd with Aſcriptions of Praiſe 
to the Giver of it. 

As to Preaching, he expected not to 
be coarted to it by earneſt Importuni- 
ties, but whenever there was a Proſ- 
pect of doing Good, was unwilling to 
3 make 
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ake Excuſes. or ſpare his Pains. For 


verereral Years together he was uſually _ 
 hisfWoag'd in that Work two or three 
ent hays in the Week, ſometimes in places 
and a conſiderable - Diſtance, and fre- 


zem pently in ſeveral Places on the ſame 
allyWay ; but tho? he preached fo often, 
artsWch was his Induſtry, that he had pre- 
Pla-. red an ( almoſt ) incredible Number 
- WF Sermons, which he liv'd not to 
"thefWeach. Tho' he was apt to teach, he 
Hes not ſlighty and ſuperficial in it. 
very did not offer to God and his Peo- 
| thei that which coſt him nothing. The 
ches Hntter of his Diſcourſes was unqueſti- 
rtulably ſonnd and Orthodox. He had 


o-uſe his own Words) a ſpecial Eye 
the Footſteps of Chriſt's Flock, and 


aſh· N Opinions or new Expreſſions, but 
s told for the old Path, which is the 
tooßhod Way; not departing from the 
Be- Noctrine of the Thirty Nine Articles, 


See the 
Epiſtle De- 
a cat. be- 


"UCL fore the —-_ 
d not willingly turn aſide either to rſt pare 


of the 
Riches of 
Grace. 


bed of the Reformed Churches. He 


aiſle Wtertain'd not his Hearers with nice 
Iriofities and dry Specnlations, but 


Fre the Subjects he choſe to inſiſt up- 
„5 and he took ſpecial Care to * 
5 : | uc 


lid and ſubſtantial Food, The great 
ruths and Precepts of the Goſpel 
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Te Life aud Character of the 
ſuch as were moſt ſuitable to their Con 
dition, whom he was concern'd wit 
teſtifying againſt the Errours of th 
Day, and diſſwading fromthe Vices the 
were moſt expos'd to. He alſo ſhew!| 
- a peculiar Dexterity in adapting hi 
Diſcourſes to the Diſpenfations of D 
vine Providence. Obſerving that Pee 
ple were more than ordinarily affecte 
with Funeral Sermons, he very willing 
ly preach'd on thoſe Occaſions, wh 
there was no Proſpect of being any w. 
_ gratified for it. His Method was cle: 
and natural. The ſeveral Parts of h 
Diſcourſes had ſuch a Connexion wit 
and Dependance on, one another, th 

a diligent Hearer, tho* of no extrac 
- dinary Capacity, might retain the Sul 
ance of chen. 
His Stile was conciſe and full, ar 
yet eaſie and familiar. He had a fi 
gular Faculty of ſaying much in a litt 
His Words were cloſe and pierkin 
and very often in the Form of Inter 
gations, which he thought more like 
to move Men than naked Propoſition 
He affected not Rhetorical Flourifhe 
and yet was far from taking ſuch a 
berty in the Pulpit, as would arg 
Indiſcretion, and expoſe the Sacred - 
e e 


Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw. 


the meaneſt Capacities, there was 
thing in the Dreſs of his Sermons 


tainments found fault with. 
His way of delivering them, ſhew'd 


werful Senſe of thoſe things upon his 
ith his Inſtruckions and Exhortati- 


dd of al! Grace, who alone teaches to 
ofit, that they to whom they were 
ected might have them always in 


them in a good Converſation. 
He was mighty in the Scriptures; 


lid and jadicious, and ſometimes ſur 


hiſt. He took great Care to lay the 


inds of Children (for whom he had 
moſt compaſſionate Concern ) the 
ain and neceſſary Principles of Reli- 
on. This he found an excellent 

"rr as Means 


ich unprejudic'd Perſens of higher 


had well digeſted them, and was 
eply affected with them. He ſpäke 
one that felt what he ſaid, and had a 
n Mind which he urg'd on others. 


s were join'd earneſt Requeſts to the 


membrance, and expreſs the Efficacy . 
Solutions of difficult places were 
ar and ſatisfactory; his Obſervations 


Zing and uncommon. © 0 
He was a diligent and skilful Ca- 


undation well, by inſtilling into the 


= 


„ 


5 4 


| Means to prepare them for profitin 


with every Wind of Doctrine, by 


craments was with great Solemnit 
He thought it moſt proper to bapti 


Contempt of Chriſt's Authority, W 


it without ſuitable Diſpoſitions of 80 
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by Sermons, and to prevent their be 
ing toſs'd to and fro and carried abo 


flight of Men, and cunning Craftine 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
His Adminiſtration of both the 8 


in Publick, both that the Perſon w 
was by that Sacred Rite enter'd in 
the Church of Chriſt, might have t 
Prayers of the Congregation ; and al 
that the People might be reminded | 
their own Baptifmal Engagements. I. 
Diſcourſes he made on ſuch. Occaſio 
concerning the Subjects, the Durtit 
the Bleſſings, and Seals of the Goſſ 
Covenant, were very pathetical al 
inſtructive. He was equally deſirous 
prevent the Neglect and Prophanati 
of the Lord's-Supper, accounting it 


i 
wor, 
* 


dom, and Love, either to ſtay aw 
from the Holy Table, or to approa 


As nothing cou'd perſwade him to : 
mit the groſly ignorant, and noto 
oully prophane, to that ſacred Feaſt, 
he durſt not exclude any on whom 


— 


2 Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw. 17 
ting / tne Image of Chriſt, tho' in ſome 
Nl. rticulars they were of different Sen-  * 
- | 


nents, and had (perhaps) roo warm- 


Dy Ul oppoſed that way of Church-Go- 
frindWroment, which he thought moſt a- 

Ve. Wccable to the Rules of the Goſpel. 

he I Tho? he was ſtrict and zealous in EE 
nn forming theſe publick Offices, ge 
apuls far from thinking them the whole Be 


ployment of a Goſpel-Miniſter. He 


1 ingent not only publickly, but from 

ve Huſe to Houſe. He would frequently "0 

d at his People, and in every place left 

ded arm Savour, a lively Senfe of Reli- 

. In. As at his Entrance into the 

alioW@ uſes of his Friends, he was wont to 

Jutiſgend ſome time in earneſtly commend- 

Joſſſh them and theirs to the Divine Com- 

non, and at parting, left his Bleſſing 

rouge them; ſo while he ſtayed there, 

nat he wou'd be cheerful and facetious, _ 

i u wipe off the Reproach ſome faſten _ 
„Von Religion, that it makes Men me- 
a\choly and moroſe, yet his Diſcourſe 

pro: never light and vain. The time he 

f Sort with them was ufually employed 

to N giving them ſeaſonable Inſtruftions 

11088 Admonitions, in anſwering the 

all, Wiſes and Difficulties they had to pro- 


und to him, in directing and encou- 


raging 


18 The Life and Character of Me | 
aging them in the Performance Mn 
their reſpective Duties, and in ſuppan 
ing and comforting them under t| 
Diſtreſſes and Troubles they we 
exerciſed with. - As to the laſt of thel 
he had indeed an admirable Tale 
The afflicted had Recotirſe to him 
their cordial and conſtant Friend ; 
dealing with wounded Conſciences, 
us'd much Skill and Compaſſion ; | 
had the Tongue of the learned to ſpe 
a Word in ſeaſon to the weary, for the 
Refreſhment; to the dejected and ſe 
rowful, for their Encouragment at 
Revival. To conclude, for all, wit 
kis Sphere (which was not the narr9i 
eſt) he had a very affectionate at 
unwearied Concern. They were 
his Heart at all times, and he did ve 
_ gladly ſpend and was ſpent for the 
Souls. In all their Aﬀictions he w 
afflicted, and rejoyc'd greatly in the 
Welfare. They had a-daily Remei 
brance in his Prayers, and at that Se 
ſon of the Year, which by too many th 
pretend to obſerve it in Commemon 
tion of our Lord's Nativity, is cot 
ſum'd in indulging thoſe Works 
the Devil which he was manifeſted t 
deſtroy ,. he was vſually employ 
"> 5 1 
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| l Families as deſir'd it, in Thankſ. 
Ly b ings for the Merctes of the Year + 


ey were then concluding, and Peti- 
as for the Divine Bleſſiug and Pro- 
ion thro' that they were entring 


ales 5 
Ch Having mention'd theſe Inſtances of 
CW undiſſembled Concern for the Flock N 


Chrift, he had the Charge of, and 

long whom he went fo many Years _ 

aching the Kingdom of God; it may 

proper to take a View of His Con- 

a towards his Fellow-Labourers in 

t bleſſed Work. He was apprehen- - 

e that Union among Miniſters is very 

ceſſary to recommend their Doctrine 

the People, but Diviſion and Jea- 

iſie will leſſen the Authority and 

ficacy of their Preaching; which 

de him uſe his utmoſt Endeavours 5 

promote and preſerve the formerr, 

prevent or cure the latter. In his 

unger years, while he was fix'd at 

/ſoppe, he frequented the Claſſical- 

etings of the Lancaſhire Miniſters, at 

ancheſter, (where he had an hand in 

> Reply they publiſh to the Excep- 

ns made againſt their Proceedings, 

ſome Gentlemen and others ) and 

thoſe in Derbyſhire at Wirkſworth, 
7 not- 


— » 
2 / 
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8 The Life and Character of the . 


notwithſtanding the Diſtance of tha 
place from him. By this means he con 


tracted and cultivated an Acquaintanclf 


with many excellent Perſons , whok 
Converſation was very delightful an 
beneficial to him. He had alſo a Cor 
reſpondence by Letters with ſome emiz 
nent Miniſters in remoter parts of thi 


Nation, and thoſe that liv'd nearer hin 
were always treated withan hearty Rind 
neſs agg Reſpect. He receiv'd, witli 


great Satisfaction, the Heads of Agres 
ment ſubſcrib'd by the London Miniſten 
who, in ſome leſſer Points, were 9 
different Apprehenſions, and wen 
under different Denominations, and 
promoted the ſubſcribing of them i 
theſe parts. It was upon his Invitz 
tion and Encouragement that ſome, wht 
are now at Work in Chriſt's Vineyard 
firſt enter'd into it, and he was nevel 


wanting in his Endeavours to ſtrengthei 
their Hands and ſupport their Spirit 


under all the Difficulties they met witty 
He reckon'd it a great Privilege to hau 
an Opportunity to meet ſeveral] of hi 
Brethren once in three Weeks in th 
Summer, and carry on a double Lectur 
with them; and as he was wont to conſul 
them in Matters of Importance, he I 
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iy gave them his Counſel and Advice. 
Y 7 imparted to them an Account in 
Tha vriting of his Judgment on ſome of 
cor Dofrinal Controverſies, and an 
N \bſtra&t of the Duties incumbent ona 
* oſpel-Miniſter, in ſome Diſcourſes 
, 4. 7. which will be always pre- 

5 ry'd as an ineſtimable Treaſure. | 
fu (ben the Infirmities of Age binder'd his 
«ming among them, he was preſent with 

em in Spirit, and his affectionate Let- 


Lind ers and earneſt Prayers ſhew'd his hear- 
WIS: 2nd deep Concern for them. 
SE After theſe Inſtances of his Prudence 


ſtery 
e 0 
welt 

and 
m ii 
wits 
wit 


nd Faithfulneſs in fulfilling his Mini- 
ry, it wou'd bean Injury to his Me- 
ory, not to add that he adorn'd that 
ly and (without Holineſs) dange- 
vs Office, by a ſuitable Converſation. 
je had the Privilege of an early Con- 
1 erſion to God, and *twas the conſtant 

Varagtady of his Life to walk holily and in- 
4 fenſively before him. He abſtain'd 
"Yom all Appearance of Evil, and as be- 
pg imea Man (and Miniſter) of God, was 
my Wrovebly furniſhed unto all good 
©hi orks. He kept a conſtant Watch and 

10 uard upon himſelf, his Heart and Ways, 
* Wd attain'd ſuch Degrees of Grace as 
"cl ery few arrive at. It ſhall ſuffice to 
0 SÞ:ntion ſome of the Divine Virtues 


lach he excell'd in. His 


De Life and Character of the 
His Love to God & Chriſt was a brig 
and conſtant Flame. His Deſires after 
nearer Communion with him were ve 
earneſt, and all the Means appoint: 
for maintaining and improving if} 
highly priz'd. His Delight was int 
Law of the Lord, and therein did 
meditate Day and Night. The W 
of Chriſt dwelt richly in him; he coll 
tinually conſulted and advis'd with 
and made ſerious and profitable Mf t 
marks of thoſe Parts of it that he read 
private, or at e ere He 
very {tric and impartial in his enq 
ries into the State of his Soul; humbl 
himſelf deeply for the leaſt Defeas| 
Failures; and frequently renew'd ft 
Engagements to ferve the Lord on 
greater Watchfulneſs and Care. 
gave himſelf to Prayer; he ſet apatt 
conſiderable Portion of time for it 
very Day, and continu'd in it with! 
unfainting Perſeverance. They ti ll 6 
had the neareſt View of him, can att 
that he ceas'd not to pour out his i 
in earneſt Supplications at the Thrd 
of Grace, for his Friends and Fl 
for the Nation, and the Churches 
Chriſt, when he cou'd not in any otic 
Reſpect be ſerviceable to them. It mil 


he Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw. FS 
bright be omitted, that he was afraid of 
ft.cing in a Form of Godlineſs and the 
> VUBE-xternals of Religion, and breath'd af. 
Anger Tenderneſs and Largeneſs of Heart, 
bad a compos'd fixed Spirit in the holy 
lie Wutics he apply'd himſelf to. 


— 


3 


His Zeal for the Cauſe and Intereſt 


Wd f Chriſt, and againſt prevailing Error 
„ad Wickedneſs, was very remarkable. 
ich e was not aſham'd of thoſe Doctrines 


pff the Goſpel, that in a looſe and ſcep- 
ical Age are moſt vehemently decry'd, 
or wanting in his Endeavours to ſup. 


cno@reſs growing Immorality and Pro- 
mol haneneſs, as appears from the Sermons 
- e preach'd quarterly, after the reading 


f the Royal Proclamation, not to men- 
ion other Attempts, to promote a vi- 
gorous Execution of the Laws made 
ets. TT 


aſtitution of the Lord's Day, he, on 
Wl! Occaſions, contended with ſuch as 


ation of it; and in that reſpect, he 


Flo he very willingly ſabmitted to. He 
hes vas very diligent in preparing for the 
abbath, and fill'd it- with its proper 


It 1 Exerciſes, which were ſo far from being 


il rophan'd it, and preſs'd the SanCtifi- 


Waid no Burdens on others, but what- 


tedious. 


Being fully ſatisfied of the Divine 


24 be Life and Claracter of the 
__ tedious and grievous to him, that th 
further he proceeded and. the longer hy 


a2 Religious Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day is (as a worthy Prelate takes Ny 


| Inſtruments for the carrying and a 


Heart their Concernments more tha 
any particular private Intereſts of hi 


and kept many private Faſts on thell 
Account, pleading earneſtly with God 


continu'd 1n them, the more did hy 
Spirit ſeem to be enlarg'd and reviy 
He was afraid of loſing the leaſt Pa 
ticle of his ſacred Time, and took grez 
Care that it were rightly employ'd bi 
all about him; being very ſenſible thy 


tice in his excellent Diſcourſe of ti 
Paſtoral Care) one of the powerfull} 


vancing of Religion in the World. 

Next to his Piety, it's fit to mentio 
that which was one Evidence of its Gy 
nuineneſs and Sincerityhis Publick Sp 
ritedneſs. The Care of all the Churche 
came daily upon him, and he laid tf 


own. He beheld, with an unexpreſlibk 
Regret, the Degeneracy of Proteſtant 
at home, and had a very afflictive Senf 
of the Calamities our Brethren'abroa 
have long groan'd under. He vel 
readily and ſtrictly obſerv'd the Day 
of Humiliation enjoyn'd by Authority 


jo 


PR, 
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Ir the revival of his Work where 
it is moſt diſcountenanc d, as well 


Nations, and averting the judgments 
pa that have long threaten'd them. He 
was greatly pleas'd with the account 
e received, of the good ſucceſs attend- 
thing reforming attempts in ſeveral parts 
rhef che Kingdom. This he took for a 
oken, that God -wou'd not utterly 


Wo greater eſteem, tho? he might not 
tio}''< to fee It. 
He was of a very pacific, condeſcend= 


9 ng Spirit; he hated Contention, be- 
che ailing the Diviſions and Animoſi- 
af hurch, ſtudied to be quiet, and as 
f h puch as in him lay liv'd peaccably 


ith all men. 


125 His Moderation and Candor, with 


Sent eſpect to leſſer matters of Religion, 


roaF'vich good Chriſtians and Proteſtants | 


yer iffer about, was very conſpicuous. Tho' 
Is principles id him to ſuffer as a 


ritfon-conformiſf,” his Soul was not of 
theiſh Party. He paid a great Deference 
ond Reſpect to all, in whom he could 
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th as for the Reforming of theſe f. nful. 


No 
* forſake us; and he would ſometimes 
une A his hope, that a Time was com- 


ng when Practical Religion wou'd be 


ies that reign in the World and the 
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that had too hard thoughts of the ya 


_ excepted. When he heard of thei 


his Soul with Faſting, on that account; 


| honoured God with his ſubſtance, anl 


ling to Diſtribute. The bowels of th 


ſuitable to their. state and Circus 1 


lations was truly C 


1 be Life aud Charatter of the 


diſcern the Spirit and Intereſt of i ond 
common Lord, to have the Pre-emi- 
nence : and rejoiced to ſee or hear, that th 
God was ſerv'd and honoured by them 


which he deſired to walk in. 
He had an hearty kindneſs, and 
good will to all, his worſt enemies no 


Miſcarriages or Calamities he humble 


and when [they expreſs'd too mud 
ſharpneſs. againſt him, his heart wa 
drawn out in humble Prayers and Sup 
plications en their behalf. | 
is Charity was not more PER 
exerciſed in forgiving Enemies, thani 
relieving ſuch as were in want. H 


was always ready to Communicate, il 


Poor were refreſh'd by him, and wit 
the Alms he gave them there was uſi 
ally joyn'd. ſome Spiritual Counk 


ſtances. | 

His Behaviour in his Domeſtic Re 
Triſtian. He u 
to the higheſt degree obſervant of h 


e even after he had a Family | 


he w! 
alin; 


ro” 


WH verend Mer. Ba hw” 


refuſe to give him the Character of 
carefulleſt Father, and the kindeſt 


way related to him, he had a very par- 
ticnlar tenderneſs and concern. He oft 
minded them of their reſpective duties, 
neW-nd travail'd in birth for them, that 
brift might be formed in them. He 


he ſnares of an evil world, and to im- 


qe could diſcern 1 theꝶmm. 
His Patience under the greateſt 
rials was very exemplary: He took 


e blamed himſelf for every failure and 


fered nothing to proceed from him 
hat look'd like murmuring and repi- 
ing at the Divine diſpoſal. 

While he was in the world he mani- 
ſted a juſt contempt of it. He 
Witzngled not himſelf with the affairs 
W this Life, but gave himſelf wholly to 
Wc work of that high and honourable 


> Po fx d 


his 90 and none that knew him will 
the moſt affectionate Husband, the 


Maſter. For all under his Roof, or any 


d his utmoſt to preſerye them from 


rove any good and hopeful beginnings | 


otice of every thing that had the 
eaſt appearance of a rebuke and frown. 
rom his Heavenly Father, and when . 


Wniſion he cov'd call to remembrance, 


lng which Divine Providence had 
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ir, 
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of his People, was an unmercenary 
care. He ſpent himſelf among then 


| _ Reward from them. He, according ty 
Per. 5.2. 
| of Chriſt,and took the overli ight- thereof 
not by conſtraint but willingly, na 
for filthy lucre but of a ready mind. 
dorn'd by a profound humility. H 
walked humbly with God, and with 


| himſelf, He never envy'd any th 
honour due to them, and yet though 


He was eaſy of acceſs to the meancli 


larly with them, when in matters! 


be affirm'd of him; 3 * It was not h 


* A 


7 ber Life 2 0 dene of the v 
fir d him in in. His care for the ſtate 


( 
[4 
without demanding or expecting an) 
( 
'4 


the Apoſtolical direction, fed the Floch 


All his other Excellencies were #* 


nm 9 OO & 


Men too. He had always the highel 
thoughts of others, and the meaneſt « 


they over honoured him, when they pa} 7 
bur a juſt reſpect to his great u ori lic 
me 


and would deal very freely and fam 


moment they ſought his help. 
which it muſt be added, that he wi 
a conſtant admirer of the free ri 
Grace of God in Chriſt, and readil 
own'd, that by that he was what 
was. What was ſaid by an excelle 
Divine (not unknown to him) col 
cerning the Heavenly Ar. Henry, m 


of 


own righteouſneſs. that ſav'd kim! 
© nor his own ſtrength that quickned 
© and upheld him, but Chriſt's righte- 
 ouſneſs and Chriſt's ſtrength; and in 
0% all his Diſcourſes, Sermons and Let- 
ters, he was careful to aſcribe the 
W Honour of all to Him, and to make 

im his all in all. 
e i Theſe excellencies were conſpi picuous 
bim, yea, every Grace did clearly 
wilfew it ſelf as there was opportunity 
or exerciſing it. He was a man 
tally devoted to God, and his whole 
Mourſe a continued inſtance of eminent-. 
Wy teaching Piety. 
To this account of the Graces, for 
oni hich be was deſervedly celebrated, | 
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1: ol perhaps) not be unuſeful 3 


nnex ſome hints, concerning the pe- 
ert vliar inſtances and expreſſions. of the 
Mivine Goodneſs towards him. This 
e worthy Perſon ſerved not God for 
rid ought, Mercy filled his Life, beyond 
Mat of many who ſerve him fairhfully 
at An the Goſpel of his Son. 
When he was turned out of his Be- 
tfice, he felt not the ſtraits of an in- 
m gent condition, but had a good eſtate 
ot Mf bis own, and an Heart to honour 
0d Will: 2 4. 
+ £5: As 
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4s he pray'd without ceaſing, ſo he ſtr 
had many ſignal returns of prayer; ine. 
which Rank we may place the delive.Wi 
rances wrote for ſeveral whom he com- 
mended to God, after they had the ſen 
tence of Death within themſel ve: 
together with the ſeaſonable direction 
and aid afforded to others, in their 
greateſt Difficulties and Diſtreſſes. 
He did not run in vain, nor labout 
in vain. His indefatigable endeavoui 
were ſucceſsful to the Converſion and 
Edtfication, the Conſolation and Re 
| freſhment of many; yea, God was plex: 
| | {ed to bleſs his Miniſtries to the open 
ing of their Eyes, and the changing 0 
their Hearts, who had ſhewn the 
greateſt malignity againſt him; ſo that 
they expreſs'd a ſingular Reſpect and 
Friendſhip for him, equal to the con- 
tempt and hatred they had formerly 
treated him with. 
The God whom he ferv'd with ſo 
much Zeal” and Integrity was his de- 
fence in the moſt clondy and dange 
rous times. He gave him ſo much 
favour in the eyes o men, that his Sui 
ferings were few and inconſiderable, 
compar'd with thoſe of many of hi 
ejected Brethren. There was a fe. 
_— 5 ſtraink 


Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw.  _ 3x 
o heFraint laid on the Spirits of his ad. 
; in rerſaries, and their Deſigns againſt 
live. im were very remarkably difappeinted. 
com- wo Informers that once came to di- 


fenMitorb him, ingeniouſly acknowledged, 
Ives that bis very Countenance ſtruck a 
tionſerror into them; and one of them 
theinWcfore he died, ſent often to beg his 


Prayers and Pardon. When another, 
rho had frequently ſat under his Mini- 
ry, inform'd againſt him to a Magiſt rate 
ufficiently zealous in ſuppreſſing Con- 
enticles, he was ſ5 infatuated, that his 
nformation was falſe as to Perſons 
pen Names, Time and Place, all which he 
1g oknew very well at other times; yet 
_ theſſkinon that Information a warrant was 
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granted; but at the next Seſſions a 
orthy: Magiſtrate ſo fully convinc'd” 


that 
and 


conWhe Bench of the falſhood of what was 
neriſſÞirorn againſt him, that they call'd 


.. = 

He enjoy'd a bleſſed Serenity and 
ompoſure of Mind, having a ſolid 
rell-grounded hope of Heaven, tho? he 
retended not to thoſe raviſhing Joys 
ind tranſporting Extaſies, which ſome | 
ire favoured with, and which (it's to be 
card ) too many groundleſly boaſt of. 


C 4 Laſtly, 


h ſo 
3 de⸗ 
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much 
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The Life a Charaffer rof he * 


Laſtly, He had the priviledge of 
an eaſy Death. For a conſiderable 
time before, there was no cloud upon 

his Mind, and in his laſt hours he wa 
e from bodily Pain. He liv*d/th 

7 we Old Age, and being worn out 
with continual Labours, he without 
the the leaſt Groan or struggle ſur- 
rendred his Pious Soul into the hand: 
of his Redeemer, and went to his ever · 
laſting Reſt. 

What remains, but that we offer 2 
tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to V 
Almighty God, for prolonging the 
Life of his faithful Servant, and Crown- 
ing it with his tender Mercies and loving 
Kindneſſes; and pour out our Soulse,,, 
in carneſt Sopplicetions, for a ſupply 
of Paſtors after his own Heart, and a 
more abundant influence of the Spirit, 
to render their Labours Profperous and 
Succeſsful. - May we all have the Grace 
and Wiſdom, fo to remember thoſe 
holy Men of God that once had Rule! 
over us, and ſpake unto us his Word, 
as to imitate their Faith, conbderin 
the End of their Converſation. 
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On the Occaſion of the tk 
"»* Of the Seven; 12 
er a 
: off Mr. William Lee. 
thel _ 
Ws in & 
ring Heb. XIII. 
oulzeemember them which 15 hs Rute over 
MI you,which have ſpoken unto you the Word 
1d 4 


of God, whoſe Faith follow, conſi Tk | 
the end of their Converſation... 


1 8 evident by Univerſal ex ne bh. of 

rience,that Men of all Ranks and 

; walities, every Degree and Order, are 

qually ſubject to the Strokes of Death: 

Our Bleſſed Lord has promis'd- to 

e preſent mith his Church, and to pres Me . 

eve a ſucceſſion of faithful Paſtors 20. 

n It, to the end of time: But no par- 

cular Miniſter can plead an exemption. 
"© 4 from 
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A Sermon onthe Deat! | 
from the Grave, the common Lot o 
Zech. 1. all; Our. 7 where are ines ard th © 
Prophets do they liue for ever? Every 
body ſees they do not. Neither the g 
Dignity 6f their Office, nor the faith-W c 
falle dilcharge of it, can procure them v 
an Immortality on Earth. Many of t! 
them taken away in the daß ol C 
thei! 187 and ſerviceableneſs : : Othet B 
hars a longer time to Eres - thei ſh 


Generation; But ſooner or later they ir 
all expire, as well as thoſe that move} v 
in a lower Sphere. | | 
How great ſoever their dert and 
tenderneſs be for ſuch as are committed 
to their Care,they muſt at laſt be parted 
from them; of this we have lately had 
very awakening eee of 
Irs but a fe days ſince we attended an 


_ the. Funerals of that Excellent Perſon Ml an 


from whom we have ſo often heard 


= the words of eternal life. He's join A 


to the congregation of the Dead, and /a) 
the places that have known him ſhall tal 
know him no more. 

We no longer enjoy his preſencs 


nor ſhall we any more receive the Di po 
vine Law at his Lips. That Monti m: 
which ſo often and patherically treated 17 
of Divine things in your gs n 


ne » 5 

Jock'd up = (lence til the Reſurrection 
of the Juſt *t Fol 

His Spirit is retorn'd to God who 
gave it, from whom he has received a 
Glorious Reward of his fervent endea- 
yours to Glority his Name and promote 
the Intereſt of his Kingdom; and his 
Corporal part we have lodg'd in the 
Boſom of its Mother Earth, where it 
ſhall not be perpetually detain” d, but 
in God's appointed time, raiſed by the 
Voice of his Incærnate Son, and Changed phil g. 21 
into the likeneſs of his Glorions Boch. 

The Loſs which we, which this p part 
of the Country, which the Nation, 
which the Church of Chriſt ſuſtains by 
the removal of ſuch 2 faithful Steward 
of the Miſteries of God, is very great, 
and we are unexcuſable if we have not 
an afflictive ſenſe of it. 

Men the Rigbteous periſh, and 8 ifs 57.1, 
Men are taken away, it's expected that we 
lay it to heart When an offended God 
takes from this 'world .the Treaſure it 
was unworthy of, and puts a Period to 
their Lives who. were the great ſup- 
port and Ormament of a State, we 
may conclude it a very proper time 10 
Meep. But Weeping is not all that 


on, ſuch Occaſions is required of u. 
SY 2 | * Tho' | * 


„ 


36 2 Sermon on t he Deaf tbe 
| Tho' the devouring Grave has * 0. 
low'd up all the Bodily Excellencies Wal 
of our deceaſed Paſtors, their Memories Ihe 
mult ſtill be precious to us, and the 
things that were praiſe worthy i in their Won 
Deportment tranſcribed in ours. *WeſWhe 
muſt be often exciting our ſelves, to Mrhe 
Imitate the good Examples they have I 
left us; by repreſenting to our eq 
Thoughts the happy conſequences of 
their holy Courſe. _ efe 
Theſe are the Inſtructions given the 1 
Believing Hebrews with reſpect to their For 
pious Miniſters that had left this world; p- 
and they are applicable by (as we are Ihe 
aſſured they were deſigned for the bene- {Ws t 
fit of) profeſſing Chriſtians in every att 
Age. Remember them, &&. 1 
This Epiſtle is full of ſuch excellent Nui 
Matter, both Doctrinal and Practicah JW it” 
that it has been (not undeſervedly) e- pp. 
ſteemed as uſeful to the Church as the ind 
dun is to the viſible Wold 
It's with great probal Flity gere of t 

to St. Paul, as its Author, who, aſter er i! 
he had in the foregoing Chapters in- on 
ſiſted largely on the moſt neceſſary re 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, (thoſe nen 
eipecially which relate to the perſon of are 
Chriſt — his 8 Office ) Pm they 


__ Feud bd Mr. Begin - | 
Forwards the cloſe-of the Epiſtle, ſeve- 


ies al Counſels and Directions, which 
ies hey were nearly concern 'd to obey. | 
the WY Among which, that is nor the leaſt 


Wonſiderable, : which | have choſen for 
Ide Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe, = 


to Arherein we may conſider, 
ave I. The Perſons for whom we are 
our required to expreſs a particular reſpect, 
of II. The Duties incumbent on us in 


eference to them. | 
I. The Perſons here ſpoken of, and - 


1eir Wor whom we are enjoin'd to expreſs 
Id; particular reſpect, are thoſe that had 

are Ihe Rule over us, and have ſpoken unto 
ne- Is the word of God. : Whence we may 
ery Wather, that, 155 

1. They are Spinitual Guides, 
ent {vil Magiſtrates. The original — 
cal, N it's true) is of a large ſignification, and 
) e-Wpplicable to all that are in Authority, 

the nd have the Government of others; 


ind certainly thoſe Princes and Rulers 
If the Earth, that employ their Pow- 


fter Wer in promoting the Intereſts of Reli- 
in- ion and the good of their Subjects, 
ary re worthy of a very Honourable Re- 
oſeWnembrance., All wiſe and good men 


have a great veneration for them while 
ey ve, and they are ſpoken of = 
| * 


38 fs Herbier on the Death of he 

Appplauſe and Admi ration after th 
Ae... 

But they are not the Pei bar 

whom this Text refers. It's te Ch 

underſtood of ſuch as are appointeſi we 

Ad, 20, to feed the flock of Chriſt, aud watch fi an 

28. the Souls of men; the Biſhops and p. 

Heb. 13. ſtors of the Church, that preach th 

17. Word of the Lord, and are Honouret 


Mar. 24. with the Title of Rulers over ti a 1. 
5. Hovuſhold. | Mid: 
2. They are not only Minipersi ill 1 
general, but our Miniſters. The bon 
lieving Hebrems are required to 0 are 


mindful of them in a ſpecial mannet 
under whoſe ſhadow they had ordin abo 
narily ſitten, who had ſpent themſelve but 
among them, ns . over then mu 
in the Lord. due 
3. They are ſich as have. left th did 
World, and are gone to a better. It Th 
not of living Miniſters, but of tho 
departed this Life, that our Apoſtk 
ſpeaks; ſuch as have ſpoken to us ti 
word of God, but are now ſilent in th 
Duſt. The place might be renderet 
thus; be mindful of; your Guides o 
Rulers who have ſpoken to you thi 
Word of God, . a retain in your Memo 
ries their Inſtr uctions, from une Joi 


ſhall never have any more. He ſpeaks 
of them whoſe work was finiſhed, who 

s ti having led and governed the Primitive 

6b Chriſtians by the Rules of the Goſpel, 

intel were Low] at Reſt from their Labours, 
and enjoying their Reward, __ 

pi Having accounted for the Expreſſions 

1 thAithe Apoſtle uſes to deſcribe the Per- 
urefMſons for whom it becomes us to have 
highs very great regard, I proceed to con- 


thei 


ider, ation) £044 | 
II. The particular Duties incumbent 
Won us in reference to them. Theſe 
are (1) 4 Rememembrance of em. Our 
thoughts muſt be frequently converſant 
about them, and-not only our Words, 
but the whole Tenor of our Actions, 
muſt make it evident that we have a 
due ſenſe of what they were, and 
ad, whilſt they continued with us. 
The beſt Teſtimony we can give, that 
we Remember our deceas'd Miniſters. 
(2) An Imitation of their Faith. Whoſe 
Faith follow. The word L Faith ] is not 
here taken in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, as it | 
denotes an internal act of the Soul, 
whereby a convinc'd Sinner receives 
Chriſt as he is offered in the Goſpel : 
but more largely, as including Chriſtian 
Picty and Holineſs, the neceſlary inſe- 
— . parable 


ON 2 bs 
& ** . 
* 


We cannot imitate the Faith of others 


Guides, and imitating their Faith, we 
are required, (3) To fix our thought) 
on the happy concluſion and conſequences of 


their Converſation. As their Conduct 


it's neceſſary we conſider what their i 


A Sermon on the Death of the | * 

parable Fruit of an nnfeign'd Belief off 
the Se, and a firm reliance on 
Chriſt for pardon and eternal Life 


further than as it appears in an holy 
Converſation. For our aſſiſtance in 
remembring our deceas'd Spiritual 


their pious Life. Conſidering the end of 


and Behaviour in the wertd, fo the 
manner of their departure out of it, 
and the bliſsful State they're advanced 


to, muſt be the ſubject of our ſerious] ! 
meditation. We muſt think of them o 
again and again, with the greateſt nice · {ul 
nefs and exactneſs. Rave 
The connexion of the things here bey) 
injoin'd with, and their ſubbordination 1 
to one another is very obvious. The II 
Imitation of the Faith of deceas'd Mi- Ve 
niſters, ſuppoſes an Honourable Remem- Nec 
brance of their Per ſons; and unleſs we e 


intend to follow them in that which i 
rcally good and excellent, we ſhall not 
give our ſelves the trouble to Remem- 
ber them. Do | need to prove, that 


N 2 - 
Con 
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Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw, 


Wonverſation was, before we take a 
iew of its Bleſſed end; or can it be 


magin'd that we ſhall exactly imitate 


heir Holineſs, the genuine effect of their 
nfeigned Faith, if we don't by ſerious 


onſideration fix in our minds a true 


Wotion of its happy conſequences. 
The Doctrinal concluſions I ſhall _ 


rom the Text thus explain'd inſiſt on, 
re theſe Umm ðᷣ i. 
I. It's the Duty and concern of Chriſti- 


ns to Remember their ee; Dn erg. 


hey're required to remember them 


hat { once ] had Rule oyer them, and 


pake unto them the word of God. 
II. Their Faith is to be drawn into Imi- 


ation by their Surviving People. They 


uſt convince the world that they 
ave that veneration for them, which 
hey pretend to, by following their 
ah.. | 


ms Weceſſary and proper means to promote an 


| We ſhall be aſſiſted ro remember their 


oly Remembrance and imitation of them. 


Ferſons and follow their Faith by con- 


dering the end of their Converſation. 


I. It's the duty and concern of Chriſti- Ws 


to Remember their Spiritual Guides 


that 


— 1 J% * 
21 * F 2 5 


ll. 4 ſerious confederation of the + 
Happy end of their Religious Life is a 


\%” . 
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4 Sermon on the Death of the © 
that are by Death tranſlated from this 2 
a better World. 
frat, diſcourſing of this Argument, | f 

all 
1. Explain the Nature of this Duty 
of remembring our Spiritual oy 
departed this Life. „„ 

II. Demonſtrate the Neceſſity and 
Reaſonableneſs of it. 

It's requiſite we firſt explain the Ne 
ture of this Duty, and ſnew what we 
may rarionally ſuppoſe to be includal 
in that Remembrance of deceaſed, Mi 
niſters which the Text requires. 

It's not the Act of a fingle Faculty of 
the Humane Soul, but the Work of our 
whole Man. It's made up of various In. 
gredients, N which. theſe are the 
chief. 

Tf, Very freq nent and ſerious Thought 
of them. We . recollect the Do- 
ctrines they were moſt careful to in 
ſtruct us in, and the ſeaſonable Re. 
proofs and Counſels 7 inculcated 0f 
US 

We are obliged to reflect on thei 
Deportment whilſt we enjoyed them) 
and to think often within our ſelves 
how much they anſwered the CharadterWher 
they were dignified with, and auen ack: 


Reverend Mr. Ba gſhaw. y 
1] the Parts of the Office committed to 
hem; what an awful Senſe of the Di- 


ine Perfections they diſcovered when 
Whey preſented” the Requeſts of their 


tfFPcople to God, or made known his 


Will and Pleaſure to them : how fer- 
\ Weat!y they Prayed and Preached : how 
andFompsfiionately they expoſtulated with 
Winners, and endeavoured to turn them 
From the Errour of their Ways : how 
diligently they watched over the Flock 


erly they dealt with them in all their 
OMiffic Tn and Diſtrefſes. 


in 4nd Thankſulneſe the Divine Gifts 
nd Graces they were Partakers of. Their 
bility and Willingneſs to ſerve their 


umility and Meekneſs; their vnweari- 
d Conſtancy and invincible Courage 
n fulfilling their Miniſtry, ſhould never 
De reflected on without very high 
houghts of them, without aſcribing 
0 him from whom they received theſe 


hem, we muſt humbly and thankfully 


Uf Chri?, as i thoſe that were to give 
Account for their Souls: and how ten- 


' 2aly, An acknowledging with n 


eneration by the Will of God; their 


xcellent Qualities, the Glory due to his 
Name. When we think or ſpeak of 


icknowledge the Good which was in 
5 | them, ' 


\ « 


44 A Sermon on the Death of tbe 
them, and the Benefits which we did 
receive or might have received by their 
Means. Our Hearts muſt be enlarged 
in praiſing God for placing ſuch burning 
and ſhining Lights in our Candleſtickꝭ 
and for continuing them there after ig 
many Provocations to withdraw them 
from us. The Riches of his Love in pla- 
cing us under the Inſpection of Faithful 
Paſtors, in fitting them for, aſſiſting them 
in, and carrying them thro? all the 
Parts of their difficult, tho* honourable 
Work, muſt be very thankfully own'l 
and acknowledged by us. And if it bg 

- we ſhall need no Perſwaſives to that 
which I ſhall mention as another In- 
gredient in our Remembrance of them 
VIZ, Kh: 

3dly, A very afflitive Senſe of the Luſi 
we ſuſtain by their Removal. If we are 
apprehenſive of their Worth, we ſhall 
bitterly bewail the Want of them, 
When God takes them hence, tis Mat- 
ter of Sorrow to us, tho? infinitely gain · 
ful to themſelves. Shall the Father be 
ſmitten, and the Children be uncon- 
cern'd at it? When Samuel died, al 

: = Iſrael expreſſed their Sorrow for it; 

A, g. 2. and at the carrying of St. Stephen to his 

Burial, who was the firſt that ſealed the 


1 þ eiae Mr. Bagſhaw, - Gn .: 
Wrruth of the Goſpel with his Blood af. 
er our Lord's Reſurrection, there Was . 
eat Lamentation. 
At Elijah's Tranſlation to Heaven, - Kings | 
Eljha his deſign'd Succeſſor cries out, 1 Is 
ty Father, My Father, the Chariots of Chap. 3, 
fracl and the Horſemen thereof The ſame 14: 
Wnournfol Complaint was uſed by King 
ab, when he found Eliſha confin'd 
Wo his Bed by his laſt Sickneſs. Tho? 
here be Joy in Heaven at the Arrival 
ff a pious Soul in that Bliſsful Place, 
Where ſhou'd'be Sorrow on Earth, when 
rs depriv'd of ſo great a Bleſſing. The 
ect Angels and the perfected Spirits 

f the juſt, congratulate the Entrance 
fthe faithful uſeful Servants of Chriſt, 
Into the glorious Manſions provided 
for them; but it becomes us to part 
ith *em in Sighs and Tears, as not in- 
are ggenſible of what we have loſt. | 
athly, Verbal Praiſes and Commenda- 
ion of them. We are to remember them 
in our Words as well as in our Thoughts 
and Affections, and to make an honour- 
able mention of them on all Occaſions. 
-00-WOur Lips muſt celebrate their Excel- 
Jency and uſefulneſs, and we ſhou'd not 
Ibe aſham'd or afraid to declare how 
| es we eſteemed. them, and what 

5 Biel ngs 


4s A Sermon on the Death of lb 
+ Bleffings they were, thro” Divine 4 
 fiſtance, to the Places of their Abod 
Funeral Orations were common. a 
By. Lloyd mong the Pagans, and the /c:»5, without 
Sermon at any particular Command toi it, pai 
Bp. Wil- x | . | 
kine's ry. Honour to thoſe at their Intermen 
neral. p. that had lived an holy and Serviceabl 
22, 1 27. Life, The Zeal of the Primitive Chris 
ſtians in commemorating the Biſhop 
Martyrs, Confeſſors, and other eminen 
Perſons in the Church, was very extra 
ordinary They built their places 0 
Publick Worſhip over the Tombs « 
thoſe who ſeal'd the Truth with they 
Blood, and the Names of others tha 
died in Faith were recited in the! 
Communion Service. From what the 
did we ſhould learn to ſpeak honour 
ably of thoſe faithful Miniſteps an 
Chriſtians that are by Death remove 
FRRIL-DE< ͤ egh oe? N 
It is but reaſonable that we exto 
the Virtues which adorn'd their Con 
verſation, and give them their jul 
Praiſes. To this muit be added, 
Fthly, A ſtri Conformity of our Wa) 
and Actions to the Precepts inculcated 
them. In vain do we pretend to honou 
their Memories if we diſregard th 
Counſels they gave us, and make lig 


Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw. 


gently, and compaſſionately adminiſtred 


ice thoſe Rules of Holineſs and piety 


Ane of them principally conſiſts. 
They only perform that Duty ac- 
eptably to God, and they only ſhall 
zap the Benefit of it, who ſhow the 
N-acy- of the Truths that were taught 


Jane cbeir Ways by taking heed there- 
Wo according to God's Word explained 
nd urged by his Niniſters and Em- 
Walladours. 

Theſe things are included in that Re- 
zmbrance of our deceaſed Miniſters 
rhich the Text requires. It's time to 
onſider , 

Il. Our Obligations 70 it, tis highly 
enable. We are indiſpenſibly ob- 


5 us and the, World. 


appears thence that none of the Saints 
Weceas'd, whom we knew or heard of, 


that 


ous. It's in copying out in our Pra- 


a hich in the Courſe of their Miniſtry | 
Fic; dwelt moſt. upon, that our Re- 


em in a good Converſation, and 


iged and greatly conc&rn'd to re- 
nfWncmber thoſe Holy Miniſters that have 


" | pu be forgotten * us, much leſs thoſe | 


Af the Reproofs they faithfully, NR 


„The Commands and Diretti ond of. 5 


"te. prove this to be a neceſſary Duty. 


48 "4 Fane on ebe Death of the 3 


that had the Rule over us, and ſpoke ab 
the Words. of God. When the Primitin 
| +4, 6. Chriſtians are required ro be Follower 
12. f them who thro Faith and Patience d 
inherit the Promiſes, and to take for az 
games 5- Example the Prophets that had ſpoke 
10. in the Name of the Lord, it's implict 
that they are obliged to have them i 

Heb, 12. remembrance; being compaſſed abou 
1. with a great Cloud of Witneſſes, whi 
liv'd by Faith, and died in Faith, a val 
Number of Apoſtles, Prophets, Eval 
geliſts, Miniſters, and private Chriſt 

ans, who having accompliſhed the Woll 

which God gave them to do, are entre 
into his Reſt, is it not fit that our Eq 

be fix'd on them, that we look off fro 

other things to them, and be thereby 
inſtructed and encouraged to lay aid 

every Weight, and the Sin which dot 

eaſily beſet us, and to run with Patieng 

= Race that is ſet before us. 

JT neceſſary to demonſtrate, th 

= 79 ſincere in our Profeſſions of | on 

and Reſpect to them while they wet 
Eotfves with us; There's Reaſon i 

| ſuſpe& theſe were falſe and counter 

feit, if we forget them as ſoon as the 

are taken out of our Sight. If we reall 

228 them, their Memory will be pre 

tiol 
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EKReverend Mr. Bagſhaw. 49 
it "© cious to us, when their Bodies ſleep in 
ei the Duſt; we ſhall look back with Plea- 
ure on the Opportunities we had to at- 
tend their Miniſtry, and look upwards 
Jalſo to the Glory they are now poſſeſ- 
Wicd of. If we have been perfect Stran- 
gers to them in our Thoughts ſince their 
Departure from us, there is too much 
auſe to conclude, they had not that In- 
Mtereſt in our Affections which was due 
Ito them, while they lived and laboured 
nog UW. gg i to. 
3. We are Members of the ſame So- 
jety with them, and it's very agreeable 
to the Relation we ſtill retain to them,  —- 
o have them in Remembrance. They be- : 
Wong to the ſame Family of Chriſt, which 
ee are of, if we be by a true and lively 
aith united to him, and for that Rea- 
on ſhould not be buried in Oblivion. 
ellevers, even while they dwell on 
arth, are Citizens of Heaven, there 
heir Treaſure and their Converſation; % 3 
c are come to Mount Zion, the City of 20, © 
he living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, Heb. 12. 
ud to an innumerable Company of Angels, 22, 23. 
the general Aſembly and Church of the 
irft-born which are written in Heaven, 
gat God the Judge of all, and to the 

4 pirits of juſt Men _ perfect by they 1 
9 are” 
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are of the ſame Communion with thoſe 


all deaf ons to make an honourabl 


thought no Pains too great to take, n 


A Sermon on the Death of the | | 


Miniſters and Chriſtians that have leſt 
this World. And is it not very ſuit. 
able to their CharaQer to have then 
frequently in their Thoughts, and on 


mention of them ? 
4. It's the wileſt Di ſmgenuity and h 
vide to be unmindful of them. Be 
fore they put off their earthly Taber 
nacles, they gave many undeniable f 
* vidences of a vehement Concern for 
our ſpiritual everlaſting Welfare: ant 
ſhall all be forgotten as vg as the 
are buried out of our Sight ? The 


Difficulties too great to encounter, nf 
Loſſes and Afflictions too great to ſi 
fer for ot Sake; our Holineſs and Hay 
pineſs was the Mark they aim'd at; an 
| how earneſt were their Purſuits of It] 
They were our Spiritual Fathers, 4 
our Helps in Chriſt Jeſus ; and can i 
think a ſtupid Forgetfulneſs and Col 
tempt, a fit requital of the Love un 
manifeſted towards us ? 

5. The happy Effects of this Duty; ar 


powerful Incentive to it. They th th 
carefully perform it will find their A hoſe 
count in it. For, ho 


- | 


> 


 _ Reverend Mr. Bagſhaw. 
1. It will further their Proficiency 
in Holineſs. Did we converſe more in 
our Thoughts with our glorified Pa- 
ſtors and Chriſtian Friends, we ſhould 
reſemble them. more; we ſhould not 
be ſatisfied with low Attainments, but 
N continually preſs towards Perfection, 
and make every Day nearer Advances 
Be towards that- unſpotted Purjty which 
Aber his the Privilege of the State 3 and 
le EHArhich their Eye was intent upon while 
| forfflthey ſojourn'd here below. „ 
an 2. It's alſo a Spring of very refreſh- 
Ning Conſolation. What an Eaſe and 
The Relief muſt it needs be to take off our 
houghts from thoſe afflicted complain- 
Ing People among whom we now dwell, 
o them that are already received into 


HaſſWicir Heavenly Father's Houſe, where 
; an'ey remain quiet from the Fear of E- 
of il, and are poſſeſſed of a moſt glorious 
rs, Maheritance. It's pleaſant to think of 
an Much a Friend or Relative, ſuch a godly 
Col liniſter or Chriſtian whom we entirely 


ore, and who (we doubt not) has an 
nſwerable Love for us, tho? he be in a 
ery remote part of the World: and 
there no Pleaſure in thinking of 
Wioſe that (once) had Rule over us, 
ho are now in Heaven, in calling to 
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tioned, remember their deceaſed Spi 


ſters remov'd by Death, ſhould be imi 
tated by their ſurviving People, whoſ 


A Sermcn on the Death. of the | 
mind the Directions and Conſolations 
we received from them, their fervent w 


- Prayers for us, and conſtant Care of us, ww! 


whereby we were kept from the Paths in 
of the Deſtroyer, and aſſiſted in Jon 
forming all the parts of our Duty? 
Oh how reviving muſt ſuch an Exer: 
ciſe of our thinking Faculty be! By this 
it appears, that they are Enemies to 
themſelves, and wrong their own Souls 
in their higheſt Concernments, who 
don't in ſuch Inſtances as I have men. 


ritual Guides, them that [lately] ha 
rule over em, and ſpoke unto them 
the Word of God. I cannot ſtay to 
make a particular Application of thi 
firſt Propoſition, but proceed to the 
Doct. II. The Faith of Holy Min 


Faith follow. In proſecuting this Pro 
poſition, I ſhall, x. ſhew in what Rk 
ſpects the Faith of our deceaſed Mill 
ſters is to be imitated by us. And 2 
Aſſign the Reaſons of it. Z 

I 15 As to the former. All the Pro 
perties, Acts, and Expreſſions of thel 
Faith, ſhould be obſerved by us. Wi 
cught to imitate it in reſpect of, 


1. 0 


Ae Mr. . Begbew. Is 


which they profeſſed was that Doctrine 


per- N and Fancies, nor did they offer any 


MY Declarations of the Word. It was the 


which is according to Godlineſs. They 
impoſed not on us their own Conceits 


thing to us "that agreed not with the 


Truth of the Goſpel in its Native Sim- 
plicity that they preached, and this it 
becomes us to eſpouſe, aſſert, and vin-- 
dicate. rs the Faith once delivered to Jude 3. 
the Saints, that the Apoſtle exhorts us 


1. Its Soundneſs and Purity, The Faith 


pi to contend earneſtly for; not the peculiar See Dr, 


Notions and unneceſſary Opinions of Wakes's 


ell this or that Church and Party, this or % s 


ta that Age and Country, but the great 
" thiffland Fundamental Principles of Chriſti- 
e Nanity, which our Lord and his Apoſtles 
ini o carefully inſtructed their Followers 
in. Theſe we mult retain and preſerve 
s the Apple of our Eye, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Attempts of ſubtile and 
ReE wicked Men, to corrupt and deprave 
ini them; often meditating on that ſolemn 
1FAllertion of the great Apoſtle of the 


prof vc, preach any other Goſpel unto ou, let 
thei bim be accurſed. 
WY That they might take more Notice 


Jof that Anathema, he repeats it in the 
, It I ß 


that Text. 


NCentiles, T. 50 we or an Angel from Hea- Gal. 1. 8. 


r 
0 * 
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| Per. 9. next Verſe, As we ſaid before, ſo ſay 

I again; If any Man preach* any Goſpel N Th 

nunto yon than that ye have received, la req 
WG; | 


biz be accurfed. oo NS: 
As the Faith of deceaſed Miniſtery, 
ſnou'd be imitated in regard of its Sim- 
| Py and Purity, ſo alſo in reſpe& 
2. Its Firnneſs and Stability, They ſted- IH 
© .faſtly adher'd. to the Doctrines they {hr 
believed and taught, and wou'd not give 
any Countenance to the Errours that 
were moſt common and prevalent. And 

4 certainly herein it becomes us to be 
= 2... Followers of em, we miſt hold fag th 
23. Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering, 
and not be ſhaken by every Wind of 
new and ſtrange Doctrine, the Faith of 
8% 4 Chriſt being as unchangeable as Chriſt 
14. himſelf. He the ſame Tefterday, to Day, 
. 13. and for ever; the ſame Object of Faith 
8. through all Ages, and our Reliance ot 
wer. 9. him ſhou'd be firm and ſtedfaſt. I. 
good that the Heart be eſtabliſhed mii fou 
Grace, i. e. fix'd and ſettled in the Be- 

lief of the Goſpel, which is frequently 

f deſcribed by that Phraſe, we muſt fol- 
low the Faith of our deceaſed Paſtors, 
as in reſpect of its Simplicity and Firm-Naſt 
reſs; fo in regard of bt 


3 


Its Conſtancy and Per ſeverance.” 
Thoſe whom-the Believing Hebrews are 
required to imitate, were ſuch as kept 
Mic Faith inviolate to the Concluſion = 
Jof their Days, notwithſtanding all the' 
Iroubles and Difficulties attending their | 
ſerting and maintaining it. 

They cl:zav'd to the Lord with dpf of AFs 11. 
Heart, and were not only Teachers of 23. 
Chriſtianity, but Martyrs for it. They . 
ſealed the Doctrines they believed and 13 
reached, with their Blood, and choſe - 
Andhather to ſuffer the Loſs of whatever 
as valuablc to them in this World, 
than deny the Fruth and betray the 
auſe of Chriſt, 

The Apoſtle had be i propoſedt che „ 
iring Examples of thoſe that were un- 
ler actual Perſecution and Soff-:197s \.. 
or the Goſpel. Ver. z. Remer tut, mor 
hat are in Bonds, and them which {it 
verſity; and here he ſeems 16 
doſe the Pattern of thoſe who had | 
own their Lives in Defence of : 25 wo 
chriſtian Faith; Rementber  190ſe thats; 
ere your Gu: des, and have ſpake to ou 
e Word of God, whoſe Faith ollom, con- 
ng the End of their C unver ſation, the 
aſt Act of their Lives, the manner of 
Fbeir going out of the Wor Id, viz. by. - - 

TT D + Martyr: — 


even Mr. B o 
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56 4 e be Death of Frog, AE 

FED: Martyrdom, g. d. Imitate their Con- 
Nancy in the Faith to the laſt, and be 
prepared to ſuffer the moſt "dreadful Ithe 
kind of Death, rather than to do any to 

_ thing that would imply a Renunciati-Nſate 
on of it. You myſt however die in the mt 
Faith, if you die not for it, and abhound Nona 
in the Exerciſe of it all your Days; per 
for they only that endure to the end, (0 


| 22. ſhall be ſaved: and'tisin vain to expect run 


<4 2. a Crown of Life if we be not faithful Ifo- 
33 unto Death. Having choſen the Lord Ia 
for our God, and received his Son a8 va 
onr compleat Saviour, we muſt abide $99! 
in him, we muſt take beed that we be na mo 
of them that draw back unto Perdition, Th 
but of them that belicve fo the ſavings 0 Wit 
the Soul. Aﬀe 

As we ſhou'd propoſe to our Imitz 
tion the Faith of our Spiritual Guides 
departed this Life in reſpect of its Sim- 
plicity, Firmneſs, and Conſtancy, bl 
| m in reſpect of, 4 
Its Efficacy and releaſes They We 
ph not, and it concerns us to take ma! 
heed that we be not Solifidians. Theit I end 
Faith was not a dead and barren, but mal 
a lively active Faith. We muſt follow Fla 
it as it was productive „ the 
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one Fruit of 


to God and Men, eſpecially to them that 

J fte under their Miniſtry, and were com- 
mitted to their Care: they were affecti- 

Nonately deſirous of their ſpiritual Proſ- 1 
perity, and thought no Pains too great 1 

to undergo, no Hazards too great to 

run for their Sake; they travelled in Birth . _ 

for em, that Chriſt mig ht be formed in em, . * 

and had. no greater Joy than to behold them TIM Py 

ag nalking in Truth; and ſhou'd not we a2 

ide bound in the Exerciſe of this Grace 

more and more, giving to Chriſt the 

Throne of our Hearts, and embracing 

e vich an undiſſembled Tenderneſs of 

Affection all our Fellow Chriſtians, yea, 

Mall that partake of the Humane Nature, 

pitying their Infirmities, relieving their 

Wants, directing them in their Difft- _ 

cuties; and in a Word, contributing 

Was much as in-us lies to their Eaſe and: 

hey Welfare. O beg that this ſacred Fire: 

ake may be kindled in your Breaſts, and 

cit cadeavour by frequent Exitation to 

but I make it burn with a purer brighter 

ow Flame. True Faith works by Love. Ano- gat 5.6, | 

cker genuine Effect of it is. 


ve. Dc (2.) Self- | 


/ 


( (2. Self Denial. The Faith of the 
_ Goſpel will make us deſpiſe the things Whay 
of this World, and loſe the moſt valu- Nane 
able of ſecular Advantages, rather than Nwil 
forfeit the Bleſſings of the unſeen eter- Yinc 
nal State which it repreſents and real- Hour 
lizes to us. By Faith Moſes when he wa WW: 
come to Tears D and ſo capable of under- Watt: 
derſtanding what there was in the Glory = ( 
i and Plenty of a Court. to engage his ſcar 
Affections J reuſed to be called the Son of im 
| Pharaos Daughter, chuſing rather to ſuſ- N Ar 
fer Affliction with the People of God, than I in 
to enjo; the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, Win 
eſteeming the Keproach of Chriſt greater I dor 
| Riches, than the Treaſures in Agypt, for N vio 
he had reſpect unto the Recompence. of the I pre 
Reward. NE In . 
The like Effect had the Faith of thoſe Il Ge 
Holy Miniſters that are now removed 
1 Cor, 4. from us. They bore with Patience the 
12. Scoffs and Revilings of a perverſe. Ge- 
neration, and; were content to be treat 
ed as the Filth of the World, the Off. 
. 20. Scouring of all things; nay, they counted 
234. not their Lives dear unto them, ſo that they 
55 mig bi ſiniſh their Courſe with Joy, and the 
Ainiſtry which they had received of. the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſiific the Goſpel of the 
Grace of C And ſhou'd not the ſame 
DE Mind 


| Heb. IT. 
24, 25, 
26. 


my 


| Reverend, fr. Bagſhaw: | es 
und be in us? It becomes us not to 

have ſuch a Value for this Natural Life 

and its Accommodations, as to be un- 

willing to part with them, rather than 

incur the Divine Diſpleaſure, and defile 

our own Souls by ſinful Compliances. 

We muſt follow their Faith as it was 

attended with, | / 
(243 Univerſal Purity, They were 7” 1 3. 

careful to maintain good Works, and ? wet, 

improved the Divine Promiſes as an 1 Per, 1, 

Argument and Help to perfect Holineſs :5. 

in the Fear of God. They were holy 

in all manner of Converſation, and a- Tit 2. 10. 

dorn'd the Doctrine of their God and Sa- | 

viour, by a conſtant Regard to the Rules 

preſcribed by him. This indeed 1s one 

inſeparable Property of the Faith of 

God's Elect; it purifies the Heart and 

reforms the Life. It not only cloths the 

Soul with the Robe of Chriſt's Righ- 

teouſneſs, but ſubjects it to his Govern- 

ing Scepter. Our Pretences to it are 

WM falſe and counterfeit, if we do'nt imi- 

tea Ml tate the Example of our Redeemer, and 

be) yeild an impartial Obedience to his 

the © Commands, being very ſenſible that the 

tie Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, 27; 2.11 

the and has appear d unto all Men, teaches us 12. 

me 10 deny all Vngodlineſs and Worldly Luſte, 

nd * 78 and 
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a And to Ke Sobethy, Highly and Ga, lit 


in the preſent World. obt 
IThbeſe things are clades / in that 18 

Faith of our deceaſed Miniſters, which i 
we are obliged to follow. I ſhall now f 
proceed to the Second General in my I for 
Diſcourſe on this Propoſition, which is I ted 
to demonſtrate the Reaſonableneſs of I ple 
ſetting before us the Example, and imi. anc 
tating the Faith of our Spiritual Guides * 
that have exchanged this World for a wit 
better. Of this you be eaſily ſatisfied Ad 


jf you conſider that, the 


1. This is the beſt way of honouring our Nenj 
deceaſed Paſtors. All agree that thoſe em 
holy Men of God who watch'd for our I be 
Souls, and do now receive the Fruit of I ſed 
their zealous Endeavours, to promote Ho 
their Converſion and Edification, ſnoud 
be honoured by us. And how can we 
honour them better than by imitating 
e 

We have no warrant to build Temples, 


2 
by 
Him 
and 
wit 


erect Altars, and make Supplications to inc 

them. The beſt. way of teſtitying our Wſcr: 

Veneration for them, the moſt accept-»Mfrn 

able to God, and moſt beneficial: to our by 

felves, is to "endeavour. to be like them, the 

to 1 1 that F aith, e e to. 
| th 


— * 


' : : 4 


2. Ve hereby anſwer the Deſions of God, 
in conferring on them the Gifts and Graces 
of his Spirit in a larger meaſure. Where- 
fore were theſe ſo plentifully diſtribu- 


ted to them, but to make them Exam» 


ples to, and Inſtruments of inſtrufting | 


and edifying others. 


A 


The Excellencies they were endu'd + 
with, were not given them for their own | + 
Advantage only, to qualifie them for 
the Felicity and Glory which they now 


be prepared for a Share in their Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, by a careful Imitation of their 
Holy Eulth#*./ EY ee, 


3. The Name of God will be glorified 7 


by the Practice of this Duty. We give 
him the Glory of his Wiſdom, his Grace 
and Power, when we not only receive 
with all Readineſs of Mind the Truths 


inculcated by them, but accurately ob- 
ſerve their holy uſeful Converſation, 


firmly reſolving to govern our ſelves 


by thoſe Rules of Righteouſneſs, which 
they had a conſtant impartial Reſpect 


2 


: 5 15 


enjoy, but for yours alſo, that you might 
embrace and retain their Doctrine, and 
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4. Its Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs, may be I we 
conſidered as a further Incentive to it, IT. 

It's a Duty ſuitable to our preſent State, I Ch 

— the Wants we labour under give Oc- Hane 

ö caſion for the Exerciſe of it. It's ne- wh 

5 ceſſary and proper, 

1. To cure our Spiritual Sloath and La- Knot 

zineſs. When we begin to grow remiſs the 

and cold in an Holy Courſe, what more can 

likely to awaken and enliven us, than Ewe! 

the Conſideration of their Diligence, Ning 

Zeal, and unfainting Perſeverance who Nini. 

lately had Rule over vs. By looking up for: 

to them, and obſerving how they diſ- Napp 

patcht the Work of their Places, we 7 

ſhall learn to diſcharge ours vigorouſly, Yuſef 

__=_- and do what our Hand findeth us to do, cult 
i with our Might. We ſhall be aſham'd Wis a 
of our Cold neſs, Indifferency, and Diſ-· Your 
affection to Spiritual things, if we have Wand 

in our View their holy Warmth and Mica 
Earneſtneſs, their great Care and Cir-Mhrc 
cumſpection in performing the Buſineſs 

of their excellent, but hazardous Cal- 

ling. e tap e 

There's as much need of this Pra- 
ctice to revive our dejected Sonls. Our 
Spirits wou'd be overwhelmed within 
us thro' the Greatneſs of our Work, 
and the Oppoſition we meet with, did 
| > We 


then 
thein 
the « 
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FKeverend Mr. Bagſhaw, 63 
be we not ſometimes repreſent to our 
it, Thoughts thoſe excellent Miniſters and 
e, Chriſtians that have left the World, 
c- and conſider their good Converſation * 
e- [while they were in it. From them we 
ma) learn, that a ſtrictly holy Life, is 
4. Inot impracticable. The Helps which 
ifs they had, are offer'd to us, and there 
re ſcan no Temptation befal us which they 
an were not expoſed to. Notwithſtand- 
ce, Ning all Difficulties and Hindrances, they 
ho Efniſhed their Work; we muſt not there- 
up fore think ours an impoſſible Task, but 
liſ- Napply our ſelves cheerfully to it. 
we | The Imitation of holy Examples how 
ly, Euſeful and neceſſary ſoever has its Diffi- 
do, Nculties, and the Abſence of the Perſons 
nd is apt to weaken their Influence. This 
our Apoſtle was very Apprehenſive of, 
and therefore preſcribes an excellent 
Means and Help for performing the 
frementioned Duty. That they might 
the better remember thoſe who lately 
had Rule over them, and ſpake unto. 
tem the Word of God, and follow 
pra - Itheir Faith, he directs them to conſider. 
Dur I the end of their Converſation. | 
hin fl The Word which we tranſlate Conſi- 
ork; Nder, has an Emphaſis, which our Lan. 
did i guage cannot well exprgls. .It _—_ 
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and worthy Objects. One renders it very 
exactly re viewing, and illuſtrates it by the 


TY 22 on 155 Death ho thee. * A ” 


ſuch an accurate Contemplation ks} is 
wont to be nſed about the moſt ſublime 


Inſtance of a Zimmer, who very nicely | | 


views the Original. The Matter which Me 


the believing Hebrews are required to the 
conſider, is the end of their Converſa- Wit 
tion, who lately had the Rule over them. of 
He directs them not only to take notice 


of their Behaviour at all times and in lle) 


all Capacities, but alſo to fix their Go 
Thoughts on the Concluſion of their Is 


Lives, and that Bliſsful State which Life 
they were by Death tranſlated to. die 


The laſt Obſervation the Text affords thei 


Bo nue. 


Dock. III. The eri conſi d eration ſet 


of the end of their Converſation, who tian 
lately had Rule over us, is a very ne- Ny f 


ceſſary and proper Means to promote ot 
an Imitation of their N Faith. I will Con 
ſhew, liſte 

1. What's included in the End: of the 


the Converſation of faithful Miniſters, Chr 


2. How the Conſideration of it pen ſual 
motes an Imitgtion of their Faith. he) 
r. As to the former. There is ( as nd: 


3 I have hinted ) a double Senſe of that ¶ Exc 
Expreſſion, It 9 either the Hand 


manner 


— 


3 Mr. ghee.” 5355 
manner of their leaving the World, or 


ime the State, which upon their leaving it, 


very Ithey were advanced to. Both theſe 
the deſerve to be frequently conſidered. - 


ely 1. One very proper Theme for our 5 


nich Meditation, is the manner after which 
| to the faithful Servants of Chriſt in the 


Miniſtry do uſually leave the World. 
Jof which you may take this Account. 


Codlineſs which theylexerciſed themſelves to. 


die in Faith, exerciſing that Grace in 
rds their laſt Hours, which had ſuch an In- 


I fuence on their whole Life. They then 


( I. ) They die owning the Truth which 
% preached, and juſtifying that practical 


as the Life they liv'd in the Fleſh,was a Gal. * 


Life of Faith in the Son of God; ſo they Seb I > 


13. 


jon ſet their Seal to the Doctrines of Chri- 


Courſe of their Miniſtry, were moſt in- 


ſtianity, which they contended earneſt- 
ly for, and celebrate the Excellency of 
thoſe Graces and Duties that in the 


ted on. And this Teſtimony which 
. they give to the Truths and Ways of 


rs. Chriſt at the Cloſe of thetr Lives, is u- 
ro- ſually more regarded than any thing 


they ſaid or did before. It's a great - 


as laducement to believe the Reallity and 


hat Excellency of Religion, to ſee it own'd - 


the 25 adher d to at a time when Men may 


der 55 : 5 be 


— 
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in the Goſpel of his Son, make for the Ito ! 
c vo EE 

2. They look Death in the Face with an ſhall 

Holy Courage and Confidence. The Diſ- ned 
ſolution of their earthly Fabrick is ſo pre 

far from being matter of Horrour to] 
them, that they rather wiſh for it, from N 
an Apprehenſion of its happy Conſe- The 
e They can unfeignedly pro- that 

eſs that they have had enough of Life, they 

| and have a vehement, earneſt Deſire to WO 
phil x depart and be with Chriſt, which is far Jul: 
23, 24. better than to abide in the Fleſh It's fol 
the common Senſe of faithful Miniſters mar 

and Chriſtians, which the Apoſtle ex- Hand 

preſſes when he declares, we are confi- Ithe 

dent [having a well ground Hope that 

we ſhall be received into Heavenly Ha- 
bitations, when the Earthly Houſe of 

our Tabernacle falls, we dread none of 

the Dangers that lie in the Way of our 
Duty, we are not amazed at Death's 

M-. Nat. Approach, but can cheerfully bid it 
Taylors welcome ] and Care] willing rather to 
1 N. be abſent from the Body and preſent 
Vincent, with the Lord, q. d. We have indeed 
Funeral. à natural Inclination to continue in the 
5 N ä 


tad Experience of before 


rend My. | is, 5 
Body, but that Inclination i is over-ruld — 
by Reaſon and Grace to ſuch a Degree, 
that of the Two, we like this better. 
to lay down theſe our earthly Taber- 
nacles, as knowing the Advantage we 
ſhall receive thereupon, by being im- 
ned iately introduced into the bielled 
preſence of Chriſt above. 8 
( 3. ) They depart in Peace, if not in 2h 37. 
mn Extaſie of Foy. Their End i is Peace. 37. 
The Teſtimony of their Conſciences, _ 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, 
they had their Converſation 1n - the 
World, that they entred into the Mi- 
diſt ry with pure and holy Deſigns, and 
fulfilled it faithfully, tho? not without 
many Deſects, is matter of rejoicing, 
ind gives them lively Hopes, even on 
the Borders of Eternity. Tis not un- 
commen with them to quit their Bo- 
dies without any Cloud upon their 
Minds; nay, they then have ſtronger 
onſolations from Chriſt than ev er they 
No doubt 
the Apoſtle felt a moſt reviving Glad. 
neſs when, upon the Proſpect of his 
approaching Martyrdom, he thus ex- 


preſſed himſelf, 7 am nom ready to be | 5 Mo 


offered, and the Time of my Departure us 1657 8. 
at band. 4 H WT: a good Pg my 5 5 
ae 


_ 


have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith, henceforth there 4 laid up 


Good, he replyed, 
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for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, &c. It's related 


concerning Ambroſe, that when the 


Noble Men of Alilain viſiting him in 
his laſt Sickneſs, deſired him to pray 
for the Continuance of his Life, which 
they thought neceſſary for the Publick 
I have not ſo liv'd a- 
mong you that I ſhowd be aſham'd to live 
longer, nor am I afraid to die, for we have 
agood Maſter. How many Martyrs have 


been heard ſinging at the Stake, and 
.* ſeen going more cheerfully to the place 
of Execution, than if they had gone to 
receive all the Treaſures and Digai- 
ties in the World: and other Miniſters 


and Chriſtians that died 1n their Beds, 


have in their laſt Agonies been ſtrangely 


ſupported and refreſht by the Divine 
Spirit. He has put Conſolations into 


their Souls, that have made them forget 


their Bodily Pains, and leave the World 


in a trinmphant manner, knowing they 


were going to take Poſſeſſion of an 
Happineſs inconceivably exceeding all 


they did or cov'd enjoy here on Earth, 


Many are the Inſtances of Faithful Mi- 
niſters whom God has anointed with 
the. Oyl of Gladneſs, and fill'd with 


. 
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2 cs ory 7 are a pts of Hor- 2 


ror and Amazement. 


their Converſation, who once had the 


This calm and 
quiet, joyous-and triumphant End of 


— 


Rule over us and ſpake unto us the 
Word of God, deſerves to be often and c 


ſeriouſly conſidered. 


As the manner of their Departure | 


hence, ſo, 
II. The Conſequents of it are a Sub- 


ect which our Thoughts ſhould be much 
It's neceſſary we con- 


employed upon. 
ſider the end of their Converſation, as 


that Phraſe denotes their Departure out 
of this Life into a glorious and bleſſed 
State, where they receive the full Re- 
ward of their Faith, Patience, and Ex- 


emplary Holineſs ; At their Death they 
are freed from the Difficulties and Trou- 
bles they were exercis'd with in the Bo- 
dy, and enjoy a very great Degree o 

poktive Blifs. That which is ſaid bf all 
that die in the Lord, may be particular- 


ly applied to them; They reZ# from their Rev. 14. 


Labours and their Works do follow them. 13+ 
The Reſt and Bleſſedneſs they are poll 


takers of, ſhou'd be the Sub jec of our 
Contemplation, 
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: 8 all the Troubles and Difficulties whic 


aggravated Tranſęreſſions of the Divine 


eld by a perverſe World, and violent! 
_ aſſaulted by the Temptati..1s of Satan 
they found great Oppoſition in thei 


_ dreadful Apoſtacies of many "_—_ 
they were deeply concerned for, crea 


and Vexation in the Regions they are 
now received into. Their Seaſon offer 


& Soria 6 on . Devob 2 0 
9 There is at their Death an Em | 


2 * a il 
2 * 5 — 


the Servants of Chriſt met with in thi 
World. Many were the Occaſions the 
had of Sorrow and Diſquietment. Their 
Souls were lodg'd in frail Bodies, ſub 
jet to innumerable painful Diſtempersſiceed 
They continually groan'd under the 
Burthen of inherent Corruption, and 
were in great Heavineſs for their actua 


Law; they were very iniuriouſly treat Ithei 


Endeavours to win Souls, and had toc 
much Cauſe to cry out, that they ran in 
vain and laboured in vain; ; the groſs 
Ignorance, the horrid Prophaneneſs, the 


ted a great Uneaſineſs and many for 
rowft! Thoughts of Heart; but theres 
no Matter of Complaint, no Trouble 


Suffering is ended, and all Tears arcit b 


wip'd away from their De, aon, 


As their Death is attended with a 2 


Freedom rom all the alicUye Evils mot 


they lt d 


World, ſo, 


the good things, that were here the Matter 
of their earneſt Deſire and vigorous Purſuit. 


ſob Their Hopes are anſwered, yea, ex- 
xersiceeded. - Their Dignity and Felicity 


the ranſcends that of others, as their Work 


Free of Glory in the ſeparate State, but 
Reſurrection. Then ſhall that Saying 
une as the Brightneſs of. the Firmament, 3 


and they that turn mam to R. ighteouſeſs, 


Wie brighter and heavier will their 
Crown be; for there will ( very prob- 
ibly ) be ſome Inequality in the Hea- 


mother Star in Glory.- 
Having given you this Account of 


were lately your Spiritual Guides, which 


Jon, I am to enquire, 
a 2. How the Conſideration of it pro- 


ils motes an Imitation of their Holy Faith. 
ey t does this, ES. | 


) 


(2+ 2 brings them to theE njoyment of all : 


was more excellent, difficult, and im- 
portant. They inherit a very high de- 


be accompl iſh'd, They that be wife aal D 


the End of their Converſation, who 


it becomes you to fix your T houghts 


ſuffer'd 0 or © wan oenpoot't to in this N 


their full Reward is deferr'd till the. ö 


An. 1 2. 


« the Stars for ever and ever. The more 
:bundant they were in their Labours, 


renly State, and one Star may differ frown I en 
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_ bY Ae the e Death 0 the 
I. y Seren thening our ' Belief, a and 

clearing our e of the Divi 
Bounty. That God is good to all, ef 
pecially to ſuch as are devoted to hi: 
| Fear and Service, appears both fror 
the Aſſertions of his Word, and the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence i in the 
preſent World; but we never have 
ſuch a clear and affecting View of it 
as when we conſider the Glories of the 
future State, and that ſhare in then 
which. thoſe excellent Miniſters we 
lately converſed with are Partakers of, 
And the more diſtinctly we diſcern and 
the more fully we believe this, the more 
Care ſhall we take to govern our ſelves 
by the Rules they had conſtantly in their 
Eye, and to make their holy, inoffenſiyt 
Life our Pattern and Example. 
2. Zy inflaming our Deſires after, ani 
fitting eur Souls with lively Hopes of th 
Felicity they are poſſe ed of. Can we thin f 
of their Advancement, and not Jong hin! 
to be with them, when we ſhall be nd 
longer here? Can we conſider the haf 
py End of their pions Life, and noi 
_ conclude it poſſible for us to attain the 
ſame Happineſs, if we tread in thei 
Steps? And if we are once ' throughlz efle 
e of _ twill be our Sy have 
5 oy ö 
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are heartily deſirous to die their Death, 
and that our latter End may reſemble 
Itheirs, we ſhall reſolve to live as they 
liv'd : if like them, we have a genuine 
Inope of being with Chriſt, and ſeeing 
Khim as he is, that which was their chief 
E5tudy and Endeavour, will be ours, viz. 
Eto purifie our ſelves even as he is pure. 50, 3. 3; 


3. By arming us againſt the inordinate 
Fear of Death, that ſlaviſn Fear that 
chils our Spirits, damps our Endeayours, 
Find greatly obſtructs our Proficiency in 
Folineſs ; but what more likely to al- 
Fly and leſſen that Fear, than the fixing 
of our Thoughts on the bleſſed, glorious 
Ind of their Converſation, that but a 
Irhile a go converſed with us and had 
the Rule over us. This will rectifie our 
F\pprehenſions of Death, and make that 
Mippear lovely to us, which others can't 

ink or ſpeak of without Horrour; 
chat we ſball earneſtly deſire to de- 
art, and look on the Hour of our Diſ- 
dlution as preferable to all the Years 
our Life.” 5 
peu 1 ſhall conclude with ſome Practical - 
Reflections on the Propoſitions that 
reatllave been open d and confimdd. 
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74 Sermon abe Death ef the 
I. We may obſerve, that tho? the evell 
bleſſed God ſhould be the Principal, He's nf *: 
to he the ſole Object of our Remembrance : 
There's a Reſpe& owing to thoſe Mills 
niſters and Saints that are with us, an 
it concerns us alſo to be mindful of ſuc 
as have left us and received the End q 
their Faith, the Salvation of their Soul 
While we remember our Heavenly Fall 
ther, we muſt not forget thoſe of oulifoer. 
Brethren that are fix'd in his immediat 
Preſence, on whom his Image is draw 
in the faireſt Characters; and when wi 
think with Complacency, of the greaicu! 
Redeemer, we may alſo turn © 
Thoughts to em that have a peculi: 
Intereſt in his Redemption. The Lon 
Jeſus, the great Shepherd of the Sheeſh 
ſhould have the firſt place in our R 
membrance, but this reſtrains us nam 
from making an honourable Mentidf 
off thoſe inferiour Shepherds und 
whoſe Inſpection we were placed, il 
whom the Reward of their Fidelity 
. diſcharging their Truſt is conferr ;. 
The Remembrance of them, and 
that great Maſter whom they ſerve, a 
not inconſiſtent, but the one of the 

* ſubordinate to the other, © 


Reverend Mr. Bagſha ß. „ | 
2. It appears by what has been ſaid, | 
* i edi hf Aer and Miniſter Are 
| | Wo | 

i vors. It's only their Faith, as 
preſſed in a good Converſation, that 

e are required to follow. We mult 
ſſerve their Errors and Faults, not as 
pies to write after, but as Rocks to 
carefully avoided by us. Be ye fol- 
vers of me ( ſays the Apoſtle ) as I al- 
am of Chris, q. d. If at any time 
u ſee me walk contrary to that Pat- - 
Irn which be has left in his holy, im- 
W:culate Life, beware of imitating: me. 
he Doctrine of your Miniſters: and 
air Manners, ſhou'd be brought to 

e Teſt of Scripture, before you be- 
ve the one, and follow the other. 
e Word of Chriſt is the Text, the 
tamples of holy. Miniſters are Com- 
entaries on it; and would it not be 
ry fooliſh, to regard the Commentary 
ther than it agrees with the Text? 


z. See here the beſt way to eſtabliſh and 
tire 4 Remembrance among Men, when 
ſhall be no more here. There's a great 
clination in Men to perpetuate their 
Name and Memory; vaſt Sums have 
ren expended in gratifying that De- 
1 8 . 4 -- - fire, 
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| fire, but all is to no purpoſe, if we 


. 3 - | 
(5-47 HOY, KEgious, Life. W. * 
they live the Power and Wealth N 


the Ungodly may gain them ſome fl 
_ tering Praiſes, but after Death, thi 
are treated with Infamy and ContemF' 
There's an Art of Embalming dead i 
dies, to prevent their PutrefaQion, | 
nothing can embalm the Memory 
the Wicked. . 5 


Frequently their Name is quite f 
gotten, and buried in the Duſt of Tin 
or if they be remembred, tis with 
teſtation. - But the Righteous ſhall 
in everlaſting Remembrance. God 
lights to honour them at and. aff 

Death, whoſe great Deſign, while thi 
live, is to magnifie his Name, and { 


+ 


their Generation,” 


As the Church above receives thi 
as ſoon as their Work is finiſhed, 
he requires that which is Militant he 
below to remember them with all 
Marks of a ſingular Eſteem. It's 10 
"Pleaſure that their Names ſhine here, f oy 
their Souls do there. Not only ti: 
that have the place of Paſtors af _ 
ES * 11 


He 
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we aleachers in the Church, and adorn it 
WII a“ conſcientious performance of its 
oper. Duties, are entitled to a Com- 
ne fHemoration by thoſe they leave behind 

„ thiſ'® 3 but it's due to ſudlas are in an 


th 


tem ſeriour Station, if they imitate their 


re and unregarded, to whom, after 
teir Death, God gave a Name that 
celPd that of Princes : Mary, the Siſter 
Lazar, who. pour'd the precious 
yntment on Chriſt's Head, has an ho- 
durable Remembrance wherever the 
zoſpel is preach d. Aquila and Priſ- 
la who were but mean Tent-Makers, 
et an Account of their Knowledge, 


1 to the End of the World. 
4. La "a Calls which G 5 by bis Pro- 


readily obey d. 


; Text, and to reduce them into Pra- 
oe 5 | 3 


ith and Holineſs, Many are, the In- 
ances. of good People who liv'd ob- 


nd their Zeal for Chriſt have had their 
aiſe in all the Churches, and ſhall 


dence, gives you to n theſe Davies 


He has lately offered you a ſad hw 
alon to conſider the Directions in my 


\ 8 0 


ng 


with his Deſign. Let him ever ha 


to him in the Bonds of Affinity or Con 


have a becoming Senſe of that Strok 


Sorrow fills 1 


lative, are a Bleſſing, for which God ex 
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Your aged, faithful Paſtor, who h 
ſo oft ſpoken unto you the Word 1 
God, is now ſilent in the Duſt, anf 
our Heart becauſe Ye 
2 not ſee Ms Face, or hear his Voic 
any more. Oh! light. not this heay 
Blow, but endeavour a right Improve 
ment of it. Humble your ſelves unde 
the mighty Hand of God, and comp 


a place in your Remembrance, who 
now taken away from you, and in ſuc 
ways as our Apoſtle preſcribes, expre 
your Veneration for him. 


Here I ſhall, | | ia 
1. Urge this on the neareſt Relative 1) 
of the Deceaſed. They that were join | 


ſanguinity, are peculiarly concerned t 


which has remov'd him from the 

It's expected that we look back on th 
many Years we enjoyed him, returnin 
Thanks for the Good we received b 
his Means, and bewailing his Death a 
a very trying Affliction. The Prayers 
Counſels, and Example of ſuch a Re 


F 
pets our Praiſes ; ; and if we have not 
improv'd 
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mprov'd the Advantages of his moſt 5 
difying Converſation, it concerns us to 
ake Shame and Sorrow to our ſelves, 
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we cannot eaſi ly forget the good In- 
tructions he was ready to give us on 
ll Occaſions, nor the importunate 
Prayers he daily made on our behalf. 


We have ſeen the Beauty of practi- 
al Godlineſs exemplified in him, and 
he ſeveral Graces of the Divine Spi- 
it exercis'd to ſuch a degree as very 
kw arrive at. May we be ſenſible of 
bur great Privilege in this reſpect. 

ay we adorn our Places by a faithful 
Viſcharge of the Duties proper to them, 
| by treading in his Steps, ſecure an 
Intereſt in the Glory he's now Partaker 
f. May his Death excite us to en- 
ertain the Thoughts of our own, and 
o conſider how deplorable our Caſe 
Fill be, if when we meet him at the 
Way of Judgment, we be rejected among 
2 Workers of Iniquity , while he's 
er P n'd, honour'd, and rewarded among 
Te faithful Servants of Teſus Chriſt. 
[ ex Play this awaken our Reſolution to be 
: not ollowers of him. May we, like him, 
ovd live unto the Lord, that we may die 

| E 4 in 


| 
| 
| 
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| ſhall in the 0 


thers had the Ad vantage of his Preſence 
and Labours. May theſe Counſels be 


Por placing him among you, and for conti- 


For the preſerving of him ſo many 


to the Acknowledgment, Belief, and 
ſnou'd be lifted up in Praiſes and Thankſ- 
Doctrine of Chriſt difpenſed by him. 
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A Sermon on the Death of the = | 
in him, and live with him in a State of 
Perfect Reſt and Bleſſedneſs after 


Having ſuggeſted the Improvement 
which the neareſt Relatives of the De- 
ceaſed ſhou'd make of this providence, 


24 place apply my ſelf to you of 
this Congregation, who more than 0- 


acceptable to you. | 


1. Bleſs the Loyd with all your Soul: 


©. 


nuing him. ſo long with you. 


* - 
ID * 


Years in the Vineyard of the Church, 
for the Miniſterial Qualifications in 
which he excelPd, and the Succeſs at- 
tending his Endeavours to win. Souls, 
not to a particular Sect and Faction, but 


Obedience of the Goſpel, your Soul rh. 


Sivings. You eſpecially to whom the 


came, 


. 


5 * 
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"ons Mr. „ glb 5 


of came, not only in Word but in Powerf; - 

er whom he as inſtrumental to turn from 
Sin to Righteouſneſs, or to build up in 
your moſt Holy Faith, have cauſe to' 

nt glorifie God in his behalf. Bleſſed are 


he- ye of the Lord: you have Reaſon to 
ce, | praiſe God that ever you ſaw A448 
or heard his Voice. | 


of | & Win en ce be e hf the - 


o- of you ſuſtain by his Removal, let your 
ace Indi nation be inflan'd againſt your Sins 


be a the procuring Cauſes of ir. When the 


Angels of the Churches die, and the 


eaſon _ to them that were weary, 
de ſhould have a very afflictive ſenſe 
| it. No wonder if:among them that 
vere lately their Charge, and had ſo 
nany Evidences of their Zeal, Dili- 
ence, Fidelity, and Compaſſion, there 


Pecding Hearts; but ir's not- enough 
and o bewail their Death, our Iniquities 
ouB Þrhich brought this and alt other Evils. 
nki-Þn vs, muſt de refle&ed on with Shame 


the ind Self. Abhorrence. Commune there- 


him ÞÞre wick your Hearts, and enquire: 
me, | E 5 where. 


— 


pillars of a Nation fall, and theirs | 
Mouths are ſtopp'd,who had the Tongue! 15 
Jof the Learned to ſpeak a Word in 


e many weeping Eyes, many aking, 
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 wherefore God thus contends with you, 
whether your Sloth , Formality, and I. 
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Barrenneſs under the moſt lively, in- 
ſtructive Miniſtry may not have pro- Oy 
voked God to make this Breach upon > 
you. Cheriſh a godly Sorrow for theſe 1 
Sins, that God may be pacified towards 5 
3 . 

* Te; 


3. When yon are angry at the Sins that 
have brought this Affliction on you, onn 
the Juſtice of God, and ſubmit to his Diſ- 
poſal. It was the Lord that gave-you 
ſuch a faithful Steward of the Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel, and it's He that has 
taken him away, and who are you that . 
you ſhowd ſay* unto him, what doeſt F 
thou? You muſt be dumb and not open 
your Mouths ſo as to expreſs the leaſt 
Diſſatisfaction with what he has done. 


4. Walk worthy of the great Privilege 
_ have. had, the rae you ſo 5 5 4 
enjoyed. O ſtrive to be and do mote f“ ” 
than others. Hold faſt the ſound Prin- 
ciples your dear Paſtor inſtructed you] off 
in, and let the excellent Precepts he at me 
governed himſelf by, be the meaſure off caſe 
your Actions. Be not a Reproach to Cat 
him who ſpent himſelf among you, by 


* 
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the many things that were imitable in 


, him, be tranſcribed in your own Lives. 
Continvally preſs after higher Degrees 
of that Love to, and Zeal for God, 


that unaffected Piety and Devotion, that 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, towards 
he truly indigent, that Temper and 
Moderation in reſpect of them, that as 
o leſler Matters of Religion, have dif- 


t Patience and Submiſſion 


umility, t | 
ill, that Heavenly Mind- 


0 the Divine 


= dneſs and Contempt of the World, 
oft Thich his Converſation was adorn'd 

„ ith; without this your praiſing bim 
zen 7 

a ith your Lips, will appear a fulſome 


ece of Vanity, 


or rather downright 
Jetraction. 


ore de Shepherd be ſmitten, let not the 
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you poſſible under the Inſpection of one 
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your has laid, Hitherto you have had a 
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ſooſe and diſorderly walking; but let 


rent Sentiments, that. Meekneſs and 


5. And laſtly, Seek oui for a Supply. 


at may come as near as may be to your 


to cations; one that may tread in his 
byf bs, and build on the good Foundation 
lg | 


e Goſpel. Divine ce browns led 1 
one among you whoſe Circumſtances 
allowed him to preach -fredy, and 
who was very willing to do it. But you . 
cannot reaſonably expect a Succeſſor 
on the ſame Terms. Is it a great thing 
al for them, to reap your Carnal things, 
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xn, 4. Has not the Lord ordain d, that they which YW 
| preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel! his 
| Let not the Work of God ceaſe in this ed 


- Place, thro” your-Backwardneſs to con- 
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ther to ſtraighten your ſelves than want to 
fuch Advantages for your Souls as you _ 
have long enjoy d at a very eaſis grate. | 
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God grant theſe” Advices may take To 
place with yon 2 ; 
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The Lord direct you to a Man after} tio! 
his Heart, that may be like-minded witli abc 
him to whoſe Memory we: have beef - - 
paying, our ſolemn. Reſpects. 1 ˖ \ 
wn 

And 750% things which ye have bor. 
learn d and received, and heard, an \ 
ſeen in him, do, "and the God of Peach pro 


ſhall be with you. 
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